Full Council - 19.07.2022

Minutes of Full Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 19" July 2022 at 7.30pm
at the Cricket Pavilion, Meopham

Members: Clir Buchanan - Chairman
Clir Green - Vice Chairman
Cllr M Bramer
Clir D Bramer
Clir Gofton
Clir Price
Clir Wade
Clir McTavish
ClIr Sims
Clir Ogden

In attendance: C Collings — Assistant Clerk
One member of the public

Item 1:Apologies for Absence: To receive and accept apologies

FC.77 Apologies were received and accepted from:
PCSO Kirsty Lowe

No other apologies received

Item 2: Declarations of Members' Interests: To receive declarations of pecuniary
and non-pecuniary interests

FC.78 No declarations of members interests were received.

Item 3: To approve the minutes of the previous meetings:

FC.79 31.05.22 minutes: PROPOSED: Clir McTavish. SECONDED: Clir Wade. All
in favour

FC. 80 21.06.22 minutes: PROPOSED: ClIr Green. SECONDED: Clir Sims. Al in
favour

Item 4: Chairman’s Update

FC.81 Noted

Item 5: To receive reports from:

FC.82 5.1 County Councillor — Chairman Clir Buchanan gave an update from a

meeting with ClIr Brian Sweetland.

FC.83 Amongst the matters covered in the update was the Meopham School
Planning Application for expansion. County Councillor Sweetland had
explained that it was being recommended to members of the KCC Planning
Committee when it met on 20t July that they should not determine jt
themselves given the objection to the development by Sport England but refer
it for decision to the Secretary of State with a recommendation for approval.
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FC.84

FC.85

Item 6:

FC. 86

Item 7:

FC.87

FC.88

The actual recommendation was: the Application be referred to the Secretary
of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities as a departure from the
Development Plan on Green Belt grounds, and to consider the Sport England
objection, and that SUBJECT TO his decision, and completion of a
Memorandum of Understanding regarding the required monetary contribution
for the School Travel Plan and Public Transport Capacity Improvements
planning permission to be granted, subject to conditions.

Sport England had objected strongly to a loss of a playing field which the
scheme entails.

Councillor Sweetland had explained that the Secretary of State will consider
the application and has 21 days to decide whether to call in the application or
allow KCC to determine whether to approve the application or not. Either way,
there will be no further consultation undertaken. He had suggested, given the
above, that there was no point in the Parish Council sending a representative
down to address the KCC Planning Committee on this issue.

The Chairman accordingly proposed that we do not send a representative to
the said committee meeting.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Graham Price for obtaining drone footage of the
congestion occurring on the A227 at the relevant times and noted that this
had been sent to County Councillor Sweetland who had passed it to the KCC
Planning Officer.

ClIr Green proposed that the Chairman’s recommendation be accepted and
that additionally the Parish Council write urgently to the local MP with a copy
of the footage asking him to bring our objection on highway grounds to the
attention of the said Secretary of State.

Councillor Ogden seconded the motion which was carried unanimously.

5.2 Borough Councillors — no report received

5.3 Community Warden and PCSO - no report received

Public Session:

No questions from the public received

Financial Matters:

71 To approve expenses claimed by the Clerk and Assistant Clerk
PROPOSED: Clir Price. SECONDED: Clir McTavish. All in favour

7.2 To receive the Schedule of payments in accordance with
Financial Regulations

Clir Gofton requested a breakdown report be sent out with the minutes
regarding item number 16.

PROPOSED: Clir Green. SECONDED: Clir McTavish. All in favour
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item 8:

FC.89

FC.90

FC.91

FC.92

FC.93

FC.94

Item 9.

FC.95

Item 10.

FC.96

Item 11.

Committee Minutes and Recommendations: To note the minutes and
consider any recommendations

8.1 Administration and Resources Committee: 21.06.22
Minutes noted.

8.1.1 Upon the recommendation of the A&R committee, to consider
amendments to the standing Orders.

PROPOSED: ClIr M Bramer. SECONDED: ClIr Green. All in favour

8.1.2 Upon the recommendation of the A&R committee, to consider
amendments to the Code of Conduct

PROPOSED: Clir M Bramer. SECONDED: ClIr Green. All in favour

8.1.3 Upon the recommendation of the A&R committee, to consider
amending the Co-option Policy and review the induction process
for new councillors.

PROPOSED: Clir M Bramer. SECONDED: Clir Green. All in favour

8.2 Environment and Amenities Committee: 14.06.22
Minutes Noted.

8.3 Planning and Projects Committee: 12.07.22
Minutes Noted.

8.4  Planning applications Working Group: 05.07.22

Minutes Noted.

Council Reserves: To note the current reserve levels and consider the
recommendations of the report issued by the clerk.

Clir Green proposed deferring this item to the next full Council meeting
(9/8/22). Council reserves would be discussed after the Council Restructure
item.

PROPOSED: Clir Green. SECONDED: Clir Ogden. 8 In favour, 1 against and
1 abstention. The motion was carried.

Meopham Leisure Centre: To note any update with the future of the
Leisure Centre.
Noted

Meopham Colts: To note the offer of a £1000 donation from Meopham
Colts and to consider this offer.
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FC.97

Item 12.

FC.98

Item 13.

FC.99

Item 14.
FC.100

Item 15.

Chairman of the Council, with theCclerk to send a letter declining the very
kind offer, but instead for the Colts to choose to donate to one of many
Meopham Charities (list to be provided).

PROPOSED: Clir Buchanan. SECONDED: Clir Ogden. All in favour

Work Experience: To note the advice received from NALC regarding the
status of work experience.

We are still awaiting advice from NALC so deferred until the next Full Council
meeting.

NALC guidelines for email responses is approximately 15 working days.

Motion From Councillor D Bramer: To consider requiring that all
postings on behalf of the Council placed in the public domain via
Facebook, Meopham Review, the press should be read, approved and
potentially amended by at least one involved councillor before
submission.

Clir Green moved the following amendment to the motion:

“This Council confirms that the duty of conducting Public Relations on
behalf of the Council to include placing postings on behalf of the
Council in the public domain via Facebook, Meopham Review is a
function delegated to the Clerk.

The Council further confirms that the Clerk is not expected to consult
any Member of the Council when complying with this duty if the matter
fo be publicised is routine. However where the subject matter has been
the subject of significant debate at a meeting of the Council or a
standing committee, particularly if that debate has not led to a clear
conclusion, or is the subject of significant public interest as evidenced
by activity in the media including social media, the Clerk is required to
continue his practise of consulting with the Chairman of the Council or
another Councillor nominated by the Chairman, or if the matter arises
from a meeting of a standing committee, in the alternative with the
Chairman of that standing committee, before issuing a press release or
posting on social media.”

PROPOSED: Clir Green. SECONDED: CliIr Ogden.

The amendment then became the substantive motion and this was carried
with 1 abstaining, 9 In favour.

Parish Representatives on External Bodies: To note reports.
Noted.

Correspondence List: To note correspondence received
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FC.101 Noted

The meeting closed at 7.37pm
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