
Meopham Parish Council

Environment & Amenities Committee

held on 3rd February 2015 at 8.00 p.m. 

at the Windmill, Meopham Green 
Committee Members 
Cllrs Wade (Chairman), Cllr Aitken (Vice-Chairman),
Present: 



Bramer, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott and Powell
In attendance: 
Mrs J Grigg (Clerical Officer)



Cllr J McTavish




4 members of the public
Item 1
To receive Apologies for Absence
E.85
    Apologies were received from Cllr Leyshon (unwell) and Cllr Ferrin
Item 2
    To receive Declarations of Interest
E.86
    Cllr Hasler declared an interest in item 5.
Item 3
   To approve minutes of the previous meeting
E.87       The minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2014 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.
Item 4     Matters Arising
E.88
The Chairman reported the following:
· The daffodils have been planted on Hook Green

· The trees on Meopham Green have been trimmed of dead wood
· The memorial tree at Judsons has been replaced and planted

· The trees at Judsons Recreation ground have been cut back
· The surface in Judsons play area has been repaired

· The cleaning of the surface is in progress.  GBC are awaiting better weather conditions.
Item 5

Planning Applications 
E.89      
The following applications were considered:
GR/14/1190 
5 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0JL

Change of use of premises to coffee shop.

No objection recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.  It should be noted that parking will be an issue.

GR/14/1168
Gates Place, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Kent DA13 0HX

Erection of 2 storey side and rear extension to form a double garage, kitchen/utility room and family/lounge room, dining room with 4 bedrooms and 2 ensuite bathroom/wcs over and conversion of the existing and proposed roof space into cinema room, games room and bathroom/wc

No objection recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.  
GR/14/1111
The Haven, Brimstone Hill, Meopham, Kent DA13 0BN

Erection of detached outbuilding to form garage with associated parking and plant room with steps from sunken patio area to ground floor level, and construction of underground swimming pool, changing rooms and additional plant room at basement level, with construction of sunken patio area and associated steps at rear and construction of underground tunnel to main dwelling.

An objection was recommended on the following grounds:
Overdevelopment in the Green Belt leading to a negative effect on the openness of the Green Belt, it is also an area of outstanding natural beauty.

The Council would also request the Planning Officer to note that there has already been considerable development on this site.  The original house and garage have been demolished to make way for (a) a considerably larger house, (b) a five car garage and (c) a summer house.  Subsequently the garage has been converted to a residential property, also of considerably larger size than the original dwelling.  Judging by the drawings for the new garage, it is not a mere flight of fancy to imagine an application for conversion to residential status to be forthcoming.  Approval of this would effectively authorise the formation of a separate residential dwelling within the Green Belt contrary to Green Belt Protection policies.

Should GBC be minded to grant permission then may we respectfully request that it is conditional upon the building not being used for residential purposes i.e. a separate hereditament.

The motion was proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Bramer.  All voted in favour.

GR/15/0003
2 Pitfield Drive, Meopham, Kent DA13 0AY

Extension to the side and front of the existing garage incorporating a pitched roof
No objection recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Knott.  There were 6 votes in favour and one abstention.
GR/14/1103
Holly House, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Kent DA13 0JJ

Erection of a single storey rear and side extension to form enlarged kitchen/diner, shower room and office.
No objection recommended subject to neighbour consultation on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 6  
Allotments and Southdown Shaw
E.90
Nothing to report.
Item 7     Village Greens
Members noted that permission had been given by the Clerk under delegated responsibilities, for the use of Harvel Green by Kay’s Garden Campsite Girl Guiding for their annual sponsored walk on 9 May 2014.
Item 8 
Rights of Way, including Footpaths Groups
(a)
Potential application for change to footpaths NS258 and NS260

E.91
Cllr Wade proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order to invite Mr K Dare to speak on matters of interest and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken. All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
E.92
The potential application was noted by the Committee.

(b)
     Consider a request from a resident to allow ground work to be carried out on Meopham Green for electricity and water services to a barn

E.93
     Cllr Wade proposed that a more detailed specification of works to be carried out, including routing of services, be sent to the resident.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler and all voted in favour.

Item 9
      Noticeboards

(a)
      To consider and approve the replacement of the noticeboard at Meopham Green and approve funding up to £5000
E.94
      Cllr Wade proposed that if sufficient funds were left in the Environment and Amenities budget at the year-end then the noticeboard on Meopham Green should be replaced with delegated responsibility to the Clerk for best value.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour and one against.
Item 10
Trees
(a)
Consider a request from Ms T Sadler to plant a Norway Spruce tree (Christmas tree) on Meopham Green
E.95 
Cllr Bramer proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order to invite Ms T Sadler to speak on matters of interest and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley. All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
E.96
Cllr Aitken thanked Ms Sadler for her kind gesture.  It was agreed that Ms Sadler would contact Gravesham Borough Council to ascertain a suitable location for the planting of the tree.
Item 11
Recreation Grounds and Playground Equipment
(a)
     To note the annual inspection report for the children’s play area and to approve delegated authority to the Clerk to make arrangements for the recommended remedial works and approve funds for the same
E.97
This was noted and agreed that any remedial work would be carried out next year.

(b)
To select a contractor to carry out the work on the access road/lay by at Judson’s Recreation Ground and approve funding up to a sum of £5000 for the same
E.98
Cllr Wade proposed that quote number 3 (Hooper and Sons Ltd) gave the best value and that an internal virement in the sum of £3563.17 from the tree budget to the Judson’s budget to cover the cost of this work.  This was seconded by Cllr Aitken and all voted in favour.

(c)
To consider a request from The Friends of Meopham Church and Meopham Youth Department for the use of Judson’s Recreation Ground to hold a fete on 20 June 2015
E.99
Cllr Wade proposed the above and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.

(d)
     Judson’s Pavilion Redevelopment:

(i)
 to select a preferred contractor for carrying out the proposed building works to the pavilion at Judson’s Recreation Ground
E.100
 Cllr Powell proposed a motion that contractor ‘3’ (Wakes Construction Ltd) be selected as the preferred contractor, this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention.

(ii)
      report from the Clerk on grants applied for in relation to the proposed redevelopment of the pavilion at Judson’s Recreation Ground.
E.101
  The Clerk reported that a grant from Kent Sports Development had been approved in the sum of £8000 dependent upon receipt of all other required funding.
Item 12     Youth Department
E.102
       Members noted the following:
(a)
       Meopham Youth Department will be funding the next 20 sessions of the Youth Centre at a sum of £2000

(b)
       A report from The Grand

Item 13  To consider organising litter picking volunteer groups to keep the Parish tidy
E.103
     It was noted that a litter picking party had been arranged and advertised for Saturday 28 February 2015.  Locations for litter removal would be decided upon the day dependent upon the number of volunteers.

Cllr Bramer proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order for the public to speak on the matter of litter in the village and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Item 14
Financial Matters
E.104
Members:
(a)
Noted the emergency tree works carried out at Judson’s Recreation Ground on 25 January 2015
(b)
Noted and approved, where appropriate, outstanding Environment and Amenities Committee expenditure from 10 November 2014 to 23 January 2015 on a motion proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Clr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.
(c)
Noted the income and expenditure for the Environment and Amenities Committee for the 2014/2015 financial year.
Item 15
To note correspondence received
E.105
The list of correspondence circulated was noted.

The meeting closed at 21:45
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