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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 15th April 2025 at 7:00pm
at the Cricket Pavilion, Meopham Green, DA13 0DQ

Members Present: 		Cllr D Bramer
				Cllr S Buchanan
Cllr A Evans
				Cllr D Fisher
				Cllr P Haslam
				Cllr D Johnson
				Cllr D Sims (Chairman)
				Cllr B Wade
				Cllr P Watson

In Attendance:		L Winter – Clerk
				21 members of the public

Item 1:	Election of Chairman for the meeting 

F.C. 239	Cllr Evans PROPOSED Cllr Sims.  SECONDED by Cllr Fisher.  
Cllr Wade PROPOSED Cllr Buchanan. SECONDED by Cllr Bramer.

There were 5 votes in favour of Cllr Sims.  Cllr Sims was Chairman for the meeting.	

Item 2:	Apologies for Absence: To receive and accept apologies 

F.C. 240	We had pre-approved apologies for Cllr Price.

Item 3:	Declarations of Members' Interests: To receive declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests for this meeting

F.C. 241	Cllr Bramer, Cllr Buchanan and Cllr Wade failed to declared an interest in agenda items 5 and 6.  Cllr Bramer stated that they had the right to declare when they reach the items on the agenda. 

Item 4:	Minutes of Previous Meetings: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18.03.2025

F.C. 242	Cllr Evans PROPOSED an amendment to the minutes that the following disclaimer be included preceding the Public Session statements in these and future minutes:

	Disclaimer: The statements made during the Public Session reflect the opinion of the speaker(s) and are not necessarily accurate or factual information.

	SECONDED by Cllr Haslam.  There were eight votes in favour and one abstention.  The motion was carried.

Item 5:	Employment Tribunal Cover: To consider covering the respondents Legal Costs and Expenses

F.C. 243	Cllr Bramer declared an interest but stated that she would be exercising her right to speak.  She advised that the respondents maybe able to claim against the Council, so in the end could cost the Council more.

Following a lengthy debate Cllr Evans PROPOSED that the cover should not be extended to cover the respondents.  SECONDED by Cllr Watson.  

A recorded vote was requested.

	Cllr D Bramer
	ABSTAIN

	Cllr S Buchanan
	ABSTAIN

	Cllr Evans
	FOR

	Cllr Fisher
	FOR

	Cllr Haslam
	AGAINST

	Cllr Johnson
	ABSTAIN

	Cllr Sims
	

	Cllr Wade
	ABSTAIN

	Cllr Watson
	FOR



There were three votes in favour, one against, four abstentions and one nothing declared. The motion was carried.

The councillors who failed to declare an interest would be reported to the Monitoring Officer.

Item 6:	Release of Independent Investigation Report: To consider the release of the Independent Investigation Report 

F.C. 244	Following a lengthy debate Cllr Fisher PROPOSED that the report be released.  SECONDED by Cllr Evans.  

A recorded vote was requested.

	Cllr D Bramer
	AGAINST

	Cllr S Buchanan
	AGAINST

	Cllr Evans
	FOR

	Cllr Fisher
	FOR

	Cllr Haslam
	AGAINST

	Cllr Johnson
	FOR

	Cllr Sims
	AGAINST

	Cllr Wade
	AGAINST

	Cllr Watson
	FOR



There were four votes in favour and five votes against.  The motion fell.

The councillors who failed to declare an interest and voted would be reported to the Monitoring Officer.

Item 7:	Poll Cards: To consider issuing poll cards for the by-election in Camer & Meopham Green Ward and Nurstead & Hook Green Ward 

F.C. 245	Following a lengthy debate Cllr Buchanan PROPOSED that poll cards be issued.  SECONDED by Cllr Watson.  All in favour.  

Item 8:	Public Session & External Reports

8.1 	Public Session

F.C. 246	Members of the public were invited to speak on matters of interest.

Disclaimer: The statements made during the Public Session reflect the opinion of the speaker(s) and are not necessarily accurate or factual information.
	
	A member of the public asked a few questions which had arisen following a Freedom of Information request: Why was sponsorship of the Christmas tree not openly offered to all local businesses? Did Cllr Evans pay for her delicious meal?

	In response Cllr Evans stated that she had paid for the meal and that she had approached several other companies, physically, regarding the sponsorship of the tree.

	A member of the public made a statement on Pitfield Green Toilets.

	A member of the public queried why the parish residents were expected to pay solicitors fees for the Chairman of the Council.  The Clerk advised that this was within her delegated powers and that it was not for the Chairman of the Council, but for the Clerk, the contents of the advice were exempt from disclosure.  Another member of the public asked if the Councillors were able to see the legal advice given to the Clerk.  The Clerk stated that she did not know the answer to that.

	A member of the public stated that the council were making some bad decisions and made an even worse decision tonight not to cover councillors with the insurance.  They then queried why Councillors were asked to approve the payments at Item 12.1 when they have already been paid.

	Another member of the public asked if there was any formal agreement in place for the Library.

	8.2	Borough Councillors and County Councillor

F.C. 247	There were no Borough Councillors or County Councillor present.

8.3	Police

F.C. 248	There were no Police present.

Item 9:	New Website: To consider the quotes received for providing Meopham Parish Council with a new website

F.C. 249	Cllr Haslam PROPOSED Parish Web and Host to provide the new website at a cost of £764.  SECONDED by Cllr Bramer.  There were eight votes in favour and one abstention.  The motion was carried.

Item 10:	Training

10.1	New Councillor induction: To approve online training available from KALC £60 or Mulberry Local Authority Services £45+ VAT (various dates available)

F.C. 250	Cllr Evans PROPOSED the approval of online training from either provider.  SECONDED by Cllr Buchanan. All in favour.

10.2	Finance and Governance Networking Day – Thursday 10th July 2025 – To approve for the Clerk (free) and Finance & Grants Officer (discounted) to attend

F.C. 251	Cllr Bramer asked if the training could be extended out to Councillors?

Cllr Bramer PROPOSED the approval of the training for the Clerk and Finance & Grants Officer.  SECONDED by Cllr Wade.  All in favour.

Item 11:	PAT Testing: To approve the testing of the office portable appliances at a cost of approximately £50 for up to 45 items

F.C. 252	Cllr Wade PROPOSED the approval of the testing of the office portable appliances.  SECONDED by Cllr Buchanan.  All in favour.

Item 12:	Financial Matters

12.1	Approval of Payments: To approve the payments made since the last meeting up to 01.04.2025

F.C. 253	Members approved the payments up to 01.04.2025 as per the report.

	PROPOSED: Cllr Evans. SECONDED: Cllr Fisher. All in favour. 

12.2	Receipts & Payments Report: To note the receipts and payments report up to 01.04.2025

F.C. 254	The receipts and payments report up 01.04.2025 was noted. 

12.3	Bank Statements: To note the Unity bank statement and the supporting bank reconciliation as of 31.03.2025

F.C. 255	The bank statement and the supporting bank reconciliation as of 31.03.2025 were noted and signed by the Chairman.

12.4	Council Reserves: To note the reserves balance as of 01.04.2025

F.C. 256	The council reserves were noted as at 01.04.2025.

Item 13:	Subscription: To approve the annual KALC subscription

F.C. 257	Cllr Buchanan PROPOSED the approval of the annual KALC subscription.  SECONDED by Cllr Watson.  All in favour.

Item 14:	Liaison Councillor Reports: To receive liaison councillor reports for information only

F.C. 258	Cllr Evans had attended both the Harvel and Culverstone AGM’s. She advised that Culverstone had put two requests out.  They need a general repairs/handyman and more members.

	Cllr Watson advised that Charles Amis was stepping down as the clerk for the Gravesham KALC.  He also stated that he had raised the question over allowing access to KALC by Councillors and not just the Chair, but that this remained the status quo at present.

	Cllr Watson stated that we need the Local Plan from Gravesham as there is a need to build houses, but we need to be able to look at it as consultees.  Cllr Bramer added that many sites had been looked at in the past by a working party and the parish council may need to set up a working party again. 

	Cllr Buchanan reminded everyone of the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 30th April 2025 at 7pm.  All welcome.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
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