



Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of meeting of Full Council held on

Tuesday 16th September 2014 at 10.45 am 

in the Cricket Pavilion, Meopham Green
	Present:
	Cllrs Powell (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Aitken,  Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, and McTavish 

	In attendance:
	Mrs J Grigg (Clerical Officer), Mr Bryan Sweetland, MP Borough Cllrs Mrs Burgoyne and 3 members of the public


The Chairman welcomed Borough Councillors, Councillors and members of the public to the meeting.
Item 1:     Apologies for absence
C.57  
Apologies were received from Cllr Bramer, Cllr Buchanan, Cllr Ferrin, Cllr Leyson and Cllr Rayner and Borough Cllr Mrs Boycott and Borough Cllr Cubitt
Item 2:    Declarations of Interest
C.58   
None received
The Chairman proposed a motion to suspend Standing Orders in order to invite the Borough Councillors to speak on matters of interest and for members of the public to ask any questions of the Council and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Item 3:   To approve the minutes of previous meeting:  10th December 2013
C.59      The minutes of the meeting held on 6th May 2014 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd May 2014 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2014 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr McTavish and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2014 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th August 2014 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr McTavish and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

Item 4:
    Matters Arising
C.60     There were no matters arising.
Item 5:
Planning Applications

C.61     The following planning applications were considered:

GR/14/0664 - 18/08/2014: Leafy Lodge, Leafy Lane, Culverstone, Meopham, Kent DA13 0DR. Change of use of land (plots C8 & C9) to residential garden including the retention of the engineering operations to reconfigure the contours of the site.

No objection was approved on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr McTavish.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0670 - 19/08/2014: Hillcrest, Valley Lane, Culverstone, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0DG. Installation of roof lights in the side, front and rear roof slopes for the conversion of the roof space into two bedrooms and a study/storage. 

No objection was approved on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0707 - 21/08/14: Long Gorse Shaw, Woodhill, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0DJ. Change of use of detached outbuilding to provide granny annexe accommodation ancillary to the main dwelling to form lounge, kitchen, bathroom, two storage rooms and two bedrooms.  Objection on the grounds that it is on greenbelt land and retrospective planning permission should not be granted.  This was proposed by Clr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  There were 3 votes in favour and 4 abstentions.
GR/14/0746 - 21/8/14: 1 , Beechwood Gardens, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0SD. Demolition of timber store and erection of detached garage with storage in the roof space.  

No objection was approved on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.

GR/14/0717 - 28/08/2014: Field Rear of Meopham Village Hall, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent. Erection of wooden shed to store logs, tools and motorised lawn mower.    Objection on the grounds that this abuts an area of outstanding beauty and would be detrimental to the openness of the countryside.  Proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0694 - 03/09/14: Meopham Veterinary Surgery, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0QG. Erection of single storey and rear extension with enlarged rear gables and two dormer windows to form enlarged veterinary hospital and re-modelling of car park to form additional parking facilities with improved landscaping. 

No objection subject to neighbour consultation was approved on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0820 - 03/09/14: 8, Grenville Close, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0PH. Construction of a pitched roof over existing garage and reduction in size of existing first floor window in west flank elevation.    

No objection was approved on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 6:
To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations
                     made by Standing Committees 

a) Administration and Resources Committee:  10th June 2014 and 8th July 2014
C.62   The reports of the Administration and Resources Committee meeting held on 10th June 2014 and 8th July 2014 were received on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.

b) Environment and Amenities Committee:  20th May 2014, 30th June 2014 and 22nd July 2014
C.63  Cllr Wade Chairman of the Environment and Amenities Committee updated members on the following:
i. As part of the tendering process, approved at the Environment and Amenities

      Committee on 30th June 2014 (page 33-minute E.30) for the work at Judson’s  Pavilion, the cost of advertising in accordance with Financial Standing Order FO 11.1(d)(i) will be up to £250 plus VAT and request that Council endorse this. Proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
ii.
It was noted that the decision made at the Environment and Amenities Committee on 22nd July 2014 (page 35-minute E.47), in regard to a request for purchasing a section of Pitfield Green.  All voted in favour.

Iii
Permission was sought for Cllrs Knott, Buchanan and McTavish to apply for grants to fund 60+ Information Project.  Proposed by Cllr McTavish and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

iv.
An update on the Youth Department.  The Youth Centre is due to commence on Friday 29th September 2014.  Funding will come out of reserves up to a maximum of £4,000, however £2,000 of this money is hoped to be obtained from the Gravesham Borough Councillors.
C.64   The minutes and report by the Chairman of the Environment and Amenities Committee meetings held on 20th May 2014, 30th June 2014 and 22nd July 2014 were received on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.


c) Personnel Committee:  1st July 2014
C.65   Cllr Kemsley Chairman of the Planning and Projects Committee updated members on the following:
i. Ebbsfleet Development Corporation Consultation

    ii.
Local Plan and Greenbelt Review to be uploaded to Parish Website.

         Proposed by Cllr Kemsley, seconded by Cllr McTavish.  All voted in favour.

C.66
The minutes and report by the Chairman of the Planning and Projects Committee meeting held on 1st July 2014 were received on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.
Item 7:
To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations
                     made by Committees 

C.67
  The Chairman of the Personnel Committee reported that there had been three Personnel Committee meetings and the minutes of the Committee Meetings of 10th June 2014 and 8th July 2014
i. The Personnel Committee recommended to Council that a Grievance Committee be convened to address the grievance raised against two Councillors in connection with the resignation of the former clerk.

ii. That the three members of the Grievance Committee be Cllr Aitken, Cllr Hasler and Cllr Wade.

C.68
Proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.
C.69
The minutes of the Personnel Committee meetings held on 10th June 2014 and 8th July 2014 were received on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.
Item 8:
To receive KALC updates, including matters arising from the Gravesham Area Committee
C.70
No matters to report.

Item 9:
To consider a motion submitted by Cllr Hasler

C.71
That Meopham Parish Council endorses the KALC Parish Charter and together with the other Gravesham Parish Councils make representations to Gravesham Borough Council for adoption.  Proposed by Cllr Hasler, seconded by Cllr Kemsley.

Item 10:
To consider a motion submitted by Cllr Rayner
C.72
That the next Full Council meeting be brought forward to 9th December 2014.  In the absence of Cllr Rayner this was proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.

Item 11
To endorse the delegated authority to the Clerk by the Environment and Amenities Committee
C.73
To agree requests from the Meopham and District Allotment Association with regard to Southdown Shaw (eg but not limited to, events and open days, parking on the non-leased area etc.).  Proposed by Cllr Powell, seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

To note correspondence received
C.74
The list of correspondence was noted.

The meeting closed at 12:35 pm.
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