Meopham Parish Council

Meopham Parish Council

Environment & Amenities Committee

held on 16th June 2015 at 7.30 p.m. 

at the Windmill, Meopham Green 
Committee Members 
Cllr Knott (Acting Chairman), Cllrs D Bramer, M Bramer, Buchanan, Hasler, Howard, Leyshon, Powell (from 7.35pm) and Wade
In attendance: 
Mrs S Egglesden (Parish Clerk), Cllr J Ogden and 1 member of the public
Item 1
To receive Apologies for Absence
E.1
    Apologies were received from Cllr Gofton (holiday) and Cllr Powell. (hospital appointment but may arrive late).
Item 2
    To receive Declarations of Interest
E.2
    There were no declarations of interest.
Item 3
   To approve minutes of the previous meeting
E.3      Cllr Bramer proposed a motion for E103 to be amended to read ‘for the public’ to speak ’on’ the matter of litter.  Cllr Leyshon seconded this.  All voted in favour. The minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2015 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Knott and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 4     Matters Arising
E.4
Cllr Wade reported the following:
· The playground at Judsons had been cleaned by GBC and moss treatment would be carried out in the autumn.
· Work had been completed on road access to Judsons. Cllr Wade has checked the work and requested other members to also check.  A sign needs to be put in the layby stating it is for passing only, not parking.
Cllr Buchanan queried item 12 ‘Meopham Youth Department’. The Chair explained this was an independent organisation and not run by Meopham Parish Council.

Item 5

Planning Applications 
E.5      
The following applications were considered by this Committee
GR/15/0482 Rowallane Wrotham Road Meopham Gravesend Kent  DA13 0AQ

Erection of a single storey side extension and single storey rear extension to form garage, study and games room
No objection was recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Leyshon.  7 voted in favour of no objection and there was 1 abstention.
2015/0385 Pond Farm Cottage Harvel Street Meopham Gravesend Kent DA13 0DE.  Erection of a single storey side extension.

No objection subject to compliance with green belt policy and conservation policy was recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Leyshon and seconded by Cllr M Bramer. All voted in favour of no objection.
2015/0151 - 5-6 Camer Street, Meopham Gravesend Kent DA13 0XR

REVISED DRAWINGS – erection of a detached outbuilding comprising garage, wc/shower room and garden room.

A time extension to comment had not been granted by GBC therefore the Parish Council were unable to comment on this application.

Item 6  
Allotments and Southdown Shaw
E.6
The grass had been cut at the end of last week by the contractor and the Chairman agreed to check the work.
Item 7     Village Greens
(a) to consider and approve a request from a resident to allow work to be carried out on Meopham Green for electricity and water services
E.7 
Cllr Powell advised members that an agricultural survey is required and we should consult with KCC Village Green Department on this, ensuring that the survey cost is covered by the resident.  Cllr Leyshon proposed a motion to agree this and Cllr Wade seconded this.  All voted in favour.
Item 8 
Rights of Way, including Footpaths Groups
(a)
Potential application for change to footpaths NS258 and NS260

E.8
The Chairman had spoken with Mr K Dare and an application has not been submitted for any diversion currently. 
Item 9
      Noticeboards

E.9
      Cllr Wade reported that the new bespoke notice board for the village green will be installed as soon as it is made.  The cost was in the region of £2000 plus installation.
Item 10
Trees
(a)
To consider a Tree Survey
E.10
A tree survey is required every 3 years.  Cllr Wade suggested that members should be looking to start tendering for this work shortly. It was agreed the clerk would confirm the date when this needs to be done and this is put on the next agenda.
Item 11
Recreation Grounds and Playground Equipment
(a)
     To review Judsons Redevelopment Sub Committee members for 2015/2016 
E.11
Current members are Cllrs Hasler, Wade, Powell along with 2 ex cllrs, Aitken and Kemsley. There are also 3 Meopham Colts members: Henderson, Lorkin and Waters.  Cllr M Bramer requested the terms of reference for this sub Committee and it was agreed that the clerk would circulate these.  Cllr M Bramer proposed a motion that the membership remains the same, except for the addition of Cllrs Buchanan and Ogden replace the 2 ex councillors. Cllr Powell seconded this and all voted in favour.  It was confirmed that Cllr Powell is the current chair of the Sub Committee and he would call a meeting shortly.  A new Chair would be elected at the first Sub Committee meeting.
(b)
To invite all councillors to visit Judsons Pavilion to view its present condition
E.12
The clerk to advise all councillors of date/time to view the Pavilion

(c)
To consider carrying out a Health and Safety report on Judsons Pavilion
E.13
Cllr Wade reported that the condition is poor but not unsafe. Cllr M Bramer proposed that a health and safety report is carried out and 3 quotations are obtained.  Cllr Buchanan seconded this.  5 voted in favour of this and there were 3 abstentions.  
(d)
     Report from the Clerks on grants applied for in relation to the proposed redevelopment of the Pavilion at Judsons recreation ground
E.14
 The letter from Sports England turning down a grant application for £75000 and an email from G. Lorkin outlining the current position was circulated to all members.  Questions were raised about the 3 tenders obtained for the pavilion refurbishment.  Cllr Powell advised members that these are all in the office for viewing. 
E.15  
The Chairman proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order for a member of public to speak on a matter of interest.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  Standing orders were then reinstated.
E.16
Cllr Buchanan proposed a motion that as a Sub Committee meeting is convened, they bring back to the Committee the list of grant being considered.  Cllr Bramer seconded this and all voted in favour.

(e)
     Playground area at Judsons – to consider and if appropriate approve the erection of a suitable signage for reporting defective equipment to MPC and advising it is the responsibility of parents/guardians to monitor childrens safe use of equipment

E.17
 Cllr Leyshon proposed a motion that the Clerk looks into signage requirements for the recreation ground first. Cllr Buchanan seconded this and all voted in favour.

(f)
Contractual yearly review of the football pitch hire at Judson Recreation Ground for 2015/2016 season: To consider and approve a recommendation to the Administration and Resources Committee
E.18  
Cllr Wade proposed a motion that the rent remain at £150 per annum. Cllr Buchanan seconded this.  7 voted in favour and 1 against.

E.19
Cllr Powell reported that Judson recreation ground is being registered with Meopham Parish Council and we are waiting for the land registration papers to be returned.

E.20
It was asked if the village greens were registered to Meopham Parish Council.  As they are not, it was agreed to include this as an item on the next agenda.

Item 12     Youth Department
(a)
       To consider further funding for Meopham Youth Department for further sessions.
E.21
      The Chairman had visited The Grand and spoken with the Youth worker who attends at Judsons.  Members noted that 224 children had attended so far with an average of 15 per session.  Cllr M Bramer proposed a motion that the wording should be amended to consider funding for The Grand for 10 sessions for £1000.  Cllr Buchanan seconded this and all voted in favour to amend the motion.  Cllr M Bramer proposed the amended motion and Cllr Buchanan seconded this.  All voted in favour.
Item 13     General Maintenance

(a)
To consider give authority to the clerk to appoint a new general maintenance contractor

E.22
It was agreed to look at item 13b first.
(b)
To appoint councillors to review the current general maintenance service contract

E.23
Cllr M Bramer proposed a motion for Cllrs Gofton and Knott to review the contract and seek 3 quotations.  Cllr Buchanan seconded this and all voted in favour.  This would be reviewed at the next Full Council meeting or at an Extraordinary Committee meeting.
Item 14
 To consider organising litter picking groups to keep the Parish tidy
E.24
     Cllr Buchanan proposed the date as the third Saturday in July.  The Chairman seconded this and all voted in favour.  The Clerk would advertise this date.
E.25
     Members noted that Cllr Wade had found 5 small silver gas canisters on Judsons recreation ground yesterday.  The Clerk would report this to the Police and the Community Wardens.


Item 15
Flagmaster
(a)
To appoint a councillor as Flagmaster

E.26
Cllr Ogden informed the members that he knows a resident who may be willing to carry out this task.  Training has been offered from former Councillor, Ken Kemsley.  Insurance needs to be checked with regard to a volunteer taking on this role.  Cllr Buchanan proposed a motion that the appointment of the flagmaster is delegated to the Clerk.  The Chairman seconded this, 6 voted in favour, 1 against and I abstention.  
Item 16.
Financial Matters
(a)
     to note and approve , where appropriate, outstanding Environment and Amenities Committee expenditure from 1 April 2015 to 10 June 2015

E.27
     Cllr Leyshon asked what happens to the interest on the £70000 payment made to the Meopham Colts.  Cllr Powell advised that interest will go to Meopham Colts as the funds are held in a sealed account.

E.28
Cllr Buchanan proposed a motion that the list of cheque payments was noted and approved.  Cllr Hasler seconded this.  7 voted in favour and 1 abstention.
Item 15
To note correspondence received
E.29
The list of correspondence circulated was noted.  Members noted correspondence from a resident regarding the Local Plan.
The meeting closed at 21:29
Signed………………………………………………………………Dated……………………..
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