Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting of an Extraordinary Planning & Projects Committee
held on Friday 17th April 2015 at 09:15am
in the Windmill, Meopham Green

Committee Members present:
       Cllrs Buchanan, Kemsley (Chairman), Knott and Wade

In attendance:       

Mrs J Grigg (Clerical Officer), 1 member of the public
Item 1: 
To receive Apologies for Absence
P.49
Apologies were received from Cllrs Powell and Hasler (other commitments) and McTavish (holiday)
Item 2:
To receive Declarations of Interests

P.50    
There were no declarations of interest.
Item 3:
To approve the minutes of previous meeting: 20th January 2015
P.51

The minutes of the meeting held on 20th January 2015 was approved as a true record of the meeting on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
Item 4:
Planning Applications

P.52
The following planning applications were considered by this Committee:
2015/0201 - ORCHARD VIEW, 12 NEW ROAD, MEOPHAM, KENT DA13 0LS


Erection of a two storey rear extension to form enlarged lounge and kitchen at ground floor level with the addition of a first floor level to form four bedrooms, one family and two ensuite bathrooms, and walk in wardrobe; creation of two bays windows at the front.

No objection, subject to neighbour consultation as there is concern that this could be seen as obtrusive especially at the front of the dwelling, on a motion proposed by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.
2014/0145 - BARNCOTE, HARVEL LANE, MEOPHAM, KENT DA13 0DH

Application for Listed Building Consent for the removal of the external paint to expose the lime wash paint and repair deteriorated pointing with lime mortar and refinish in fresh lime wash.
No objection recommended, subject to Listed Building Regulations on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

2015/0253 - ARBORFIELD, WROTHAM ROAD, MEOPHAM, KENT DA13 0XR

Demolition of rear single storey building and erection of a two storey building to provide 2no one bedroom self-contained flats.

No objection recommended, subject to neighbour consultation and designated parking facilities, on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan. All voted in favour.

2014/0948 - BAKERS MEADOW & LYNDHURST, WROTHAM ROAD, MEOPHAM, KENT DA13 0HT

REVISED DESCRIPTION – Outline application for the retention of existing Victorian house known as Lyndhurst and conversion to residential apartments, demolition and re-construction of Modern Vernacular style house known as Bakers Meadow and construction of new apartment building to the front of the site detailed to match Lyndhurst and construction of new residential apartment block to rear of the combined site all to create a total of 18 new residential retirement apartments.
Objection recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Wade on the following grounds;

Creation of a high density hotspot at 69dph, at a site where there are already 2 such sites, this is out of character in a village setting and in site of Hook Green Conservation area.

Lead to more on street parking, already a problem.

Increased traffic flow in this, the worst bottleneck on the A227, is inadvisable.

Kent Highways really need to get a grip on the A227, especially at this point, the egress from John’s Road is so dangerous, on a blind corner, that almost all traffic from John’s Road, Birtrick and Orchard Drive use New Road to exit onto the A227, right where this extra density is planned.

The pedestrian crossing adjacent to the New Road junction has been demolished on numerous occasions going from Belisha beacons to its current state of rubble!

We are hoping to introduce a 20mph zone in New Road to accommodate the current traffic flow.
All voted in favour.
2015/0165 - THE ROBINS, HERON HILL LANE, MEOPHAM, KENT DA13 0DT

REVISED DESCRIPTION – Demolition of existing timber day room and construction of a new brick built day room

No objection, subject to Planning Policy guidelines and officers recommendations on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

2015/0248 - TREES, WHITEPOST LANE, CULVERSTONE, GRAVESEND DA13 0TW

Construction of pitched roofs to existing garage and existing rear and side dormers

No objection, subject to neighbour consultation was recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
2015/0268 - BURGHFIELD, WROTHAM ROAD, CULVERSTONE, GRAVESEND DA13 0RF
Erection of pre-fabricated tractor and grain shed

No objection subject to the condition that it remains an intrinsic part of the property on a motion by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour
2015/0274 - SUVA, DEAN LANE, HARVEL, GRAVESEND DA13 0BS

Application for a minor amendment to planning permission ref no 2014/0852 for creation of a natural habitat pond, water feature and rockery, alterations to the front gate and wall, construction of a hay barn, formation of an enclosed lawn area and raised decking and engineering operations to reinforce grass slope to the side of the dwelling with a retaining wall; to allow re-positioning of natural habitat pond and formation of a second natural habitat pond and rockery, provision of access drive to donkey sanctuary, enlargement and re-positioning of proposed hay barn, infilling underneath the decking area to provide games room, snooker room, toilet and store and enlargement of paved area
2015/0275 - SUVA, DEAN LANE, HARVEL, GRAVESEND, DA13 0BS

Retention of donkey stable building comprising two stable areas, tack room and sheltered area

An objection was recommended on both applications on a motion proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Wade on following grounds;

Overdevelopment in Green Belt and area of outstanding natural beauty
Further development will only add to the nuisance/damage already inflicted upon the area.  Should any further development be permitted then we would request that conditions already applied to 20140852 be applied and in addition that any such development does not become a separate hereditament
It should also be noted that the Parish Council fully endorse the views submitted by the Harvel Residents Association.  All voted in favour.

2015/0018 - 30 CRICKETERS DRIVE, MEOPHAM DA13 0AX

REVISED DESCRIPTION – Erection of single storey side and rear extension to form storage room, enlarged kitchen, utility room and wc

No objection on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour
2015/0256 - 20 POPLAR WALK, MEOPHAM DA13 0EB

Erection of a first floor side extension to form two bedrooms and a bathroom and construction of a lean to roof over existing flat roof

No objection, subject to neighbour consultation was recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

2015/0316 - GLASBAILE, NORWOOD LANE, MEOPHAM DA13 0YE

Erection of a single storey rear extension and front porch

No objection, subject to neighbour consultation was recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

2015/0323 - SANCTA MARIA, WILSONS WAY, MEOPHAM DA13 0DW

Alterations to the existing garage roof from a pitched roof to gable with a window and a new access door

No objection recommended conditional upon no separate hereditament being created without prior planning approval, on a motion proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

2015/0348 - TELECOMMUNICATIONS BASE STATION, MEOPHAM STATION, STATION ROAD, MEOPHAM

Application for determination pursuant to Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning (GPD) Order 1995 as to whether prior approval is required for the siting and appearance of a replacement 20m high tower mast and installation of 2no cabinets with associated works

No objection recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr  Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
2015/0281 - THE HAVEN, BRIMSTONE HILL, MEOPHAM DA13 0BN

Reconstruction and re-alignment of existing tennis court including ancillary fencing and retaining structures
As the damage has already occurred, can only echo Mr Dickety’s comments in his e-mail of 27/3/2015 and add that had the bank not been excavated to provide infill for the proposed new garage 20141111, there would have been no need for infill.  However there is no planning reason to object to this application.
No objection recommended on a motion proposed by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

The meeting closed at 10:22am
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