

Meopham Parish Council

Environment & Amenities Committee

held on 11th November 2014 at 8.00 p.m. 

at the Windmill, Meopham Green 
Committee Members 
Cllrs Wade (Chairman), Cllr Aitken (Vice-Chairman),
Present: 



Bramer, Ferrin, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott and Powell
In attendance: 
Mrs J Grigg (Clerical Officer)



Mr K Dare and Mrs M Dare (Footpaths Group)
Item 1
    To receive Apologies for Absence
E.55
    Apologies were received from Cllr Leyshon (unwell).
Item 2
    To receive Declarations of Interest
E.56
    Cllr Ferrin and Cllr Kemsley declared an interest in item 11(i).
Item 3
   To approve minutes of the previous meeting (22nd July 2014)
E.57       The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2014 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 4     Matters Arising
E.58
The Chairman noted the following:

· Gravesham Borough Council agreed to clean the play area at Judsons Recreation ground. 

· Quotes for the access/lay by at Judsons had been received in the sum of approximately £5000.  This will be considered at the next E&A committee meeting on the 3rd February 2015.  

Item 5

Planning Applications 
E.59      
The following applications were considered:
GR/14/0894 - 15-10-14: Camer Green Cottage, 8 Camer Street, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0XR. Application for Listed Building Consent for alterations to the first floor window on the rear elevation and the erection of a single storey rear extension.
No objection subject to compliance with Listed Building Regulations on a motion proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/14/0900 - 16-10-14: 7, Longfield Road, Meopham, Gravesend, DA13 0EW. Creation of a vehicular access with associated block paved hard-standing area in the front garden.
No objection subject to Gravesham Borough Council conditions in regard to dispersal of surface water on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.

GR/14/0914 - 15-10-14: Unit 5 Bowes Estate, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0QB. Change of use of part of the main office to a mixed use of Class B1 and Class D2 office, gym and training room.
No objection was raised on a motion proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0940 - 20-10-14: 5, School Lane, Culverstone, Meopham, Kent DA13 0DN. Erection of a conservatory to the rear of the property.
An objection was recommended as the development is greater than 30% of the size of the original dwelling and does not comply with greenbelt policy.  There were 7 votes in favour and one abstention.
GR/14/0902 - 21-10-14: White Horse Equestrian Centre, White Horse Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0UE. Erection of a new indoor riding and carriage driving school, extension of the existing outdoor sandschool and the change of use of the existing indoor school to provide stabling for shire horses and storage of carriages, and the change of use to allow the keepings of horses, carriages and equipment in connection with a Carriage Hire business, and use of tracks on the land for off-road carriage driving.     
No objection subject to planning policy guidelines on a motion proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0948 - 23-10-14: Bakers Meadow & Lyndhurst, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0HT. Outline application for the demolition of 'Bakers Meadow' and 'Lyndhurst' and erection of a new development of 18 retirement apartments.
An objection was recommended as the proposed development is inappropriate and out of character with such a village location.  The A227 at this location is particularly busy and narrow, has parking on both sides of the road and is adjacent to a road junction.  There have been a number of road traffic accidents in the past 12 months.  The motion was proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour.
Item 6    
Allotments and Southdown Shaw
E.60

Nothing to report.
Item 7           Village Greens
i)     To consider and approve the winter maintenance programme and funding for village greens
E.61      Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve the maintenance programme for village greens and to delegate authority to the Clerk to gain best value up to the sum of £3000/annum for establishing a contract for ongoing tree work for a period of 3 years. This was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
E.62
  Cllr Wade proposed that a letter be sent to the owners of Forge Cottage regarding the replacement of posts and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
ii)   To consider and approve the winter maintenance programme for benches

E.63   Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve the winter maintenance programme for benches and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
iii)  To note the receipt of £500 in respect of the memorial bench for Mr Frickey at Harvel Green (approved at the E & A meeting on 12th April 2011 (E.84(iii))
E.64     
This was duly noted.
iv)  To note the Village Green Survey reports and consider recommendations

E.65

This was duly noted.

v) To consider and approve funds for the replacement of daffodils on Hook Green (removed during soakaway work)
E.66

This item was included in Item 7(i)
Item 8 
Rights of Way, including Footpaths Groups
i)  To note receipt of the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way, County of Kent – Relevant Date 31st May 2013
E.67     Cllr Wade proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order to invite
Mr K Dare to speak on matters of interest and this was seconded by Cllr Powell. All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Item 9

Trees
i)  To approve tree maintenance work and funding for Meopham Green, Pitfield Green and Judson’s Recreation Ground
E.68    The Chairman proposed a motion to approve funds up to a sum of £3000 for tree maintenance work and to delegate authority to the Clerk to obtain best value for this work to be carried out.  This was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 10
Recreation Grounds and Playground Equipment
i)    Redevelopment of the pavilion at Judson’s Recreation Ground update
E.69
Cllr Powell reported that out of 4 tender packs sent out, 3 tenders had been returned and were to be evaluated and negotiated.  The approximate value was £300,000.
(a)
Funding applications update

E.70
Applications were being sent to the Football Foundation and Sports England and would be signed off by the Chairman and the Treasurer.  Meopham Colts were working with other funding bodies: Helen Allison and Kent Sports Development.
(b)
To approve a contractor for the role of CDM Co-ordinator in respect of the refurbishment and extension at Judson’s Recreation Ground
E.71
Following comparisons it was agreed and recommended that   Systems4Safety be contracted as CDM Co-ordinator for the Judson’s Pavilion project.  There were 6 votes in favour, 2 abstentions and the motion was agreed.
(c)
Review and consider a 25 year draft lease for Meopham Colts Football Club
E.72
Comments from Cllr Bramer and Cllr Buchanan were duly noted.  The Lease is still under discussion and will be circulated in draft form.  It was suggested that an open meeting for further discussion be held.
(d)
To note the draft minutes of the Sub-committee Working Group on 2
9th October 2014

E.73
The minutes of the meeting were noted.

(e)
To note that Wilkinson Construction Consultants have been appointed for the Building Control under the Buildings Act and Regulations 2010
E.74
This was noted.  
ii)
To note the Cardiff Style litter bins have been installed at Judson’s Recreation Ground by GBC

E.75
This was duly noted.  Cllr Aitken suggested a further new bin and this will be discussed as an agenda item at the next Environment and Amenities Committee meeting.
iii)
To note the playground surface is to be repaired.  Awaiting GBC to attend

E.76
It was noted that the surface has now been repaired by GBC.

iv)
To note the gate to the playground has been repaired

E.77
Noted.

v)
To note the commencement of the Youth Club at Judson’s Recreation Ground on 10th October 2014
E.78
It was noted that Cllr Hasler has obtained funding in the sum of £2000 for the next 20 sessions.  A report from The Grand is expected and should be available at the next meeting of Full Council.
Item 11
Financial Matters
i)
To consider and approve a request for a grant from the following


E.79   Following discussion of the grant applications individually, Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve the following grants in a total sum of £2,300 and this was seconded by Cllr Wade:

Meopham & District Young Farmers
£385
Meopham & District Footpaths Group
£340
Meopham & District Allotment Association 
£350
Meopham Windmill Trust
£200
Meopham Over 60s
£225
1st Meopham Scouts
£400
Meopham Table Tennis Club
£400
GRRG
£    0

There were 4 votes in favour (Cllrs Hasler, Knott, Powell and Wade), 1 against (Cllr Bramer) and 1 abstention (Cllr Aitken) and the motion was approved.  2 Cllrs were unable to vote following Declarations of Interest.
ii)
To approve the sum of £200 for the purchase and erection of a Christmas Tree on Meopham Green and new exterior lights to a value of £100
E.79     The Chairman proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Clerk to gain best value up to the sum of £200 for the purchase and erection of a Christmas tree on Meopham Green and low voltage lights to the value of £100.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler. All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
iii)
To approve the Environment and Amenities Committee Expenditure from 17th July 2014 to 10th November 2014
E.80       The Committee expenditure was approved on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.
(iv)
To note the Environment and Amenities Committee Income and Expenditure for the 2014/2015 financial year
E.81      The income and expenditure for this Committee was noted.  The Chairman proposed a motion to vire monies in the sum of £1000 from Reserves in respect of the Youth Club and a request to Full Council to vire from Earmarked Reserves for the new Parish noticeboard and bins at Judsons.  This was seconded by Cllr Knott and all voted in favour.
v)
To consider and approve the proposed Environment and Amenities Committee budget for the 2015/2016 financial year
E.82     Following discussion, Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve the following proposed budget for this Committee for submission to the Administration and Resources Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken:
	ENVIRONMENT & 
	2015/2016 budget

	AMENITIES COMMITTEE
	

	Cleansing & Litter Collection (Service Contract)
	£5,000.00

	Southdown Shaw, Maintenance
	£1,000.00

	Notice boards
	£500.00

	Village Greens and Harvel Pond 
	£3,000.00

	Benches - Maintenance
	£500.00

	Trees (including Community Woodland & new tree contract) 
	£5,000.00

	Village Sign & Flagpole
	

	Environmental Improvement Schemes
	£500.00

	Footpaths and ROW - Maintenance
	*

	Judson's Play Area – Maintenance
	£1,000.00

	Judson's Play Area - sinking fund
	£2,000.00

	Judson's Pavilion and Ground
	£1,000.00

	Judson's Pavilion – Improvements
	£2,500.00

	Grants
	£2,300.00

	TOTAL E&A COMMITTEE
	£24,300.00

	*to be taken from the grants budget
	


All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 13
Correspondence:
E.84
Correspondence circulated was noted.

The meeting closed at 22:15
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