Meopham Parish Council
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Full Council 
held on Tuesday 12th June 2018 at 7.30pm 
at the Cricket Pavilion, Meopham Green

	Members Present:
	Cllrs D Bramer, M Bramer, S Buchanan (Chairman),
P Hasler, P Howard, R Knott, P Luxford, J Ogden, D Powell and B Wade 



In attendance: 	Borough Cllrs J Burgoyne and D Sweetland,
	50 plus members of the public
	Mrs Sarah Egglesden, Clerk
	

Item 1:	Apologies for absence:

C.53	Apologies were received from Cllrs Gofton (holiday) and McTavish (holiday).

Item 2:	Declarations of Interest:

C.54		There were no declarations of interest 
Item 3:	Local Plan Review: To discuss the Parish Council’s response to the Local Plan Review and agree a response 
C.55	Cllr Buchanan welcomed members of the public to the meeting. Each member of the council was invited to speak on the Local Plan Review.  Before the parish council discussed a suitable response, the meeting came out of Standing Orders to allow Borough Councillors Burgoyne and Shelbrooke to speak.  This was followed by questions from the public.
	Members of the public left the meeting except one.
C.56	The meeting returned into standing orders.  Cllr Powell proposed that members read through the draft letter that he had prepared as a response to the Local Plan review.  This was seconded by Cllr Luxford and there were 7 votes in favour and 3 against.
	Members went through each paragraph of the letter.  The source of the statistics in paragraph 2 was questioned. 
	Cllr Buchanan proposed coming out of standing orders to allow a member of the public to speak.  This was seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.  
	The statistics were from ONS and the member of public would forward details of the source to the clerk.  A letter from MP Sajid Javid would also be sent to the clerk for attachment with the letter.
	The meeting returned into Standing Orders.
	Discussion followed on a number of amendments.  There was a vote on keeping the word ‘completely’ in the second to last bullet point, proposed by Cllr Powell, seconded by Cllr Hasler, with 5 votes in favour, 4 against and 1 abstention.   
	Cllr Powell then proposed approval of the letter with the amendments (appendix 1) and the clerk to circulate a draft to all councillors before sending out and this was seconded by Cllr Ogden.  A recorded vote was requested by Cllr Powell.  There were 8 votes in favour (Cllrs Buchanan, Hasler, Howard, Knott, Luxford, Ogden, Powell and Wade) and 2 abstentions (Cllrs D Bramer and M Bramer).
	It was agreed to publish the letter on the parish council website once the amendments have been carried out and all councillors have viewed the letter.
	Action: Clerk

	The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

















Signed………………………………………………………………Dated……………


Appendix 1

Planning Policy Team
Gravesham Borough Council
The Civic Centre
Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AU
 June 2018

Dear Sirs

Review of the Local Plan:- Response from Meopham Parish Council

Following discussions at meetings and subsequent feedback from the public the Meopham Parish Council (MPC) have the following comments in regard to the review of the Local Plan.  

Gravesham Borough Council is proposing that the number of new dwellings planned for 2011 – 2028 is increased from 6170 to 8000 in order to respond to the Government’s targets for housing needs. From the latest statistics it is evident that the figure of 6170 dwellings will meet the local needs of Gravesham. (Source: ONS Gravesham population figures 2001-2016).  The present level of infrastructure in Meopham is struggling to cope with our current population so MPC considers that Gravesham Borough Council should be opposing the borough’s additional 2000 dwellings resulting from the Government advice regarding housing targets. 

It is felt in the strongest possible terms that all brownfield sites have to be fully re-developed before a case is made for the erosion of our Green Belt.  Failure to persuade developers to fully develop these sites will potentially deprive the area of sections of its Green Belt and a missed opportunity to have a positive impact on the areas immediately around the brownfield sites.  Green Belt land should not be sacrificed in perpetuity for short-term expediency.  

It is also of some concern that the developers are not building the number of agreed social/affordable dwellings within present developments.  MPC considers that Gravesham Borough Council insist that developers build a fair proportion of the social/affordable homes in approved developments at the same time as the building of the market housing.



It has previously been stated that Green Belt boundaries may be changed allowing some of the Green Belt land to be declassified.  While national planning policies do allow for Green Belt boundaries to be altered, this can only occur in “exceptional circumstances” as referenced in a letter from RT Hon Sajid Javid MP – see attached.  It would not seem sufficiently “exceptional” that planners/developers are claiming that redevelopment of existing brownfield sites would not be “economically viable.  Simple willingness of landowners to sell, should not dictate policy over the next 20 years. MPC are aware and agrees that “The National Planning Policy Framework “already provides for building on Green Belt land in very special circumstances such as for affordable housing or sheltered accommodation. The present Green Belt land plays a key role in protecting the villages from urban sprawl. Building on Green Belt land would be in conflict with one of the fundamental aims of Green Belt policy: to prevent the linking of separate rural communities and the unrestricted sprawl of built-up areas in this way.
 
More dwellings in Gravesham bring more families, more children, creating more pressure on school places and more traffic on the roads to take children to schools. There is already considerable strain on the Doctors’ surgeries and concerns about the adverse effect additional population would have on the situation.  The utilities are also currently under considerable strain and once again, further dwellings will only make this situation worse.

The A227 is currently almost gridlocked at peak times of the day, whilst joining from the side roads is a very slow process.  All signs point towards the A227 becoming incapable of coping with the current traffic levels both from a structural, and a “traffic flow” perspective.  Additional developments would only make this bad situation worse, for example the Lower Thames Crossing. There is no option of widening the A227, and the A227 is therefore a limiting factor which cannot be ignored.

Air pollution is already a major problem in the Gravesham area and will only become worse with the present approved development at Ebbsfleet Garden City, the chosen” Option C” for the Lower Thames Crossing and the possibility of a theme park. An additional 2000 dwellings that are not required for local needs must be strongly opposed by Gravesham Borough Council to prevent further environment and health issues resulting from the increase of traffic movements. 

To summarise:-

· Gravesham Borough Council should oppose the additional 2000 dwellings resulting from the Government advice regarding housing targets and put forward the figure of 6170 dwellings. 
· Brownfield sites have to be fully re-developed before a case is made for the erosion of any Green Belt.
· Infrastructure cannot cope with the additional increase in population.  
· Gravesham Borough Council has not sufficiently demonstrated the “exceptional circumstances” under which it is permissible to de-classify Green Belt land.
· Any plans to build on Green Belt land are completely opposed.
· A fair proportion of the social/affordable homes in approved developments must be built at the same time as the building of the market housing.


Yours faithfully




Sarah Egglesden
Clerk
Meopham Parish Council
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Signed …………………………………..

Dated……………………………………..
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