



Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of meeting of Full Council held on

Tuesday, 10th December 2013 at 10.45 a.m. 

in the Cricket Pavilion, Meopham Green
	Present:
	Cllrs Powell (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Buchanan, Hasler, Kemsley, McTavish (Items 1-7 only) and Rayner

	In attendance:
	Ms S Steven (Clerk), County Cllr Sweetland, Borough Cllrs Mrs Burgoyne and Shelbrooke and 5 members of the public


The Chairman welcomed all Borough Councillors, Councillors and members of the public to the meeting.

Item 1:     Apologies for absence
C.95   Apologies were received from Cllrs Aitken, (holiday), Ferrin (work commitment) and Bramer (prior commitment).
Item 2:    Declarations of Interest:

C.96      There were no declarations of interest made.
On a proposal by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Hasler the Chairman proposed a motion to suspend Standing Orders and invited the County and Borough Councillors to speak on matters of interest.  All voted in favour.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Item 3:
    To approve the minutes of previous meetings
C.97      The following minutes were approved as a true and correct record:
a) 3rd September 2013:  proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
b) 3rd October 2013:  proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 5 votes in favour and 2 abstentions. 

Item 4:
    Matters Arising
C.98      There were no matters arising.
Item 5:
Planning Applications

C.99      The following planning applications were considered:

GR/13/0858 - 19/11/13: Linssen, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HP. Conversion of existing integral garage into habitable room.                                                                                               Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour. 

GR/13/0975 - 02/12/13: Linden Wood Place, Gravesend Road, Fairseat, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 7JR. Change of use of first floor over garage to housekeepers accommodation from approved snooker/games room.                                                                                                                                                                Refusal Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  There were 5 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.
GR/13/1011 - 19/11/13: Merrivale, 22, Willow Walk, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QS. Erection of side and rear extension to garage/workshop and construction of new pitched roof to place existing flat roof on garage.                                                                                                                                                Approval Recommended subject to Planning Officer approval and neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour. 

GR/13/1035 - 20/11/13: The Bungalow, Longfield Road, Longfield, Kent, DA3 7AP. Demolition of existing bungalow and attached garage and erection of replacement single storey three bedroom dwelling and detached garage.                                                                                                                                           Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour. 

GR/13/1040 - 25/11/13: 16, Orchard Drive, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0LW. Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of single storey rear and side extension to form enlarged kitchen/dining/family room and utility room.                                                                                               Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr McTavish and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour. 

GR/13/1044 - 20/11/13: Florence Cottages, 1, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QQ. Erection of a single storey rear extension to form a living/dining room.                                              Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour. 

GR/13/1061 - 02/12/13: Helen Allison School, Longfield Road, Longfield, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EW. Erection of 130 metres of three metre high security fence with automated vehicular access gate and pedestrian gate.                                                                                                                                           Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour. 

GR/13/1071 - 02/12/13: 2A, Edmund Close, Meopham, Gravesend,Kent, DA13 0NB. Erection of single storey front extension to form enlarged kitchen.                                                                                    Approval Recommended subject to Planning Officer approval and neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour. 

Item 6:
This meeting instructs the Clerk to seek an opinion from a solicitor who is experienced in both Local Government legislation and Equalities legislation about (1) the validity of the process followed on November 12th 2013 that led to the approval of new Standing Orders and Financial Standing Orders (in particular taking into account the procedural points made by Cllr Bramer) and (2) the legality of the change of start time for meetings to 10.45am under Equality or other relevant legislation and the response the Council should make to any future challenge. Should expenditure be necessary, the meeting authorises a maximum of £1,000 to be spent for this purpose without further approval
C.100 
 Cllr Buchanan proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr McTavish.   There were 2 votes in favour and 5 against and the motion was not approved.
Item 7 :        To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations
                     made by Committees 

Administration and Resources Committee:  12th November 2013
To approve amendments to and adopt the 2013 Revised National Association of Local Councils Model Standing Orders
C.101    Following a lengthy discussion on each Standing Order amendment (Annex 1), Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to approve the amendments to and adopt the 2013 Revised National Association of Local Council’s Model Standing Orders and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  [Cllr McTavish left the meeting following the vote on the amendment to SO 10(a)(x) as noted in the Annex.]
To approve amendments to and adopt the 2013 Revised Financial Standing Orders

C.102   The Chairman afforded members the opportunity to discuss each amendment in turn but members agreed this was not necessary. Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to approve the amendments to and adopt the 2013 Revised Financial Standing Orders and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
To approve the transfer of the responsibility of Personnel Matters from the Administration and Resources Committee to the Personnel Committee

C.103   Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to approve the transfer of the responsibility for Personnel Matters from the Administration and Resources Committee to the Personnel Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.

To approve the recommended virements within the Administration and Resources Committee budget 2013/2014

C.104    Cllr Rayner proposed a motion for Full Council to approve the virements, as detailed below, which were approved by the Administration and Resources Committee at their meeting held on 12th November 2013 (minute ref A.34 e i-iv) and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
	£300
	Clerks’ Salaries budget to MPC Accounts Management budget

	£500
	Clerks’ Salaries budget to the Training budget

	£1,000
	Clerks’ Salaries budget to the Comms and IT budget

	£10,000
	General Reserves to the Fees and Expenses budget


C.105    The report of the meeting of the Administration and Resources Committee meeting held on 12th November 2013 was received on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Kemsley. All voted in favour.
Environment and Amenities Committee:  15th October 2013

C.106    Cllr Wade proposed a motion to ratify the grants in the total sum of £2,300, as detailed below, which had been approved by the Environment and Amenities Committee at their meeting held on 15th October 2013 (minute ref E.46) and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
	Meopham Art Group
	£300

	Meopham & District Footpaths Group
	£320

	Meopham & District Allotment Association
	£500

	Meopham Over 60s
	£150

	1st Meopham Scouts
	£530

	KCC Community Wardens
	£500


C.107    The report of the Environment and Amenities Committee meeting held on 15th October 2013 was received on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.


Planning and Projects Committee:  17th September 2013

C.108    Cllr Kemsley updated members on the Core Strategy Consultation due to end on 15th January 2014 and confirmed that a draft response would be prepared for the approval of the Planning and Projects Committee at their meeting due to be held on 14th January 2014.
C.109    The report of the Planning and Projects Committee meeting held on 17th September 20123 was received on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.


Item 8:
To appoint the two members due to be elected to Standing
                       Committee(s)
C.110   Cllr Powell proposed a motion to appoint the two members due to be elected on 12th December 2013 to the Environment and Amenities Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 9:
To receive KALC Updates, including matters arising from the
                       Gravesham Area Committee
C.111
   There were no updates to be received.
Item 10:
To approve the proposed Meopham Parish Council meeting dates for
                       2014/2015
C.112
  Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to approve the proposed meetings dates which had been circulated to members and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved. 
Item 11:
 Financial Matters

C.113
Members:
· noted the conclusion of legal matters relating to the former Clerk and approved the final payment for legal services relating to the same in the sum of £1,450 (ex-VAT) on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.   All voted in favour.  The Chairman stated that all documentation relating to this matter was archived with the Monitoring Officer at Gravesham Borough Council (minute ref A.32 a).
· noted the interim report from the Internal Auditor for the accounts of Meopham Parish Council 2013/2014.
· noted Meopham Parish Council Income and Expenditure for the 2013/2014 financial year.
· approved the additional earmarked reserve for the provision of an  ISO Container, as agreed by Full Council on 18th December 2012 (minute ref C.152) on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 5 votes in favour and 1 abstention.  
· approved the Budget and Precept for Meopham Parish Council for the financial year 2014/2015 for issuance to Gravesham Borough Council in the sum of £69,060 on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 12:
To note correspondence received
C.114
The list of correspondence circulated was noted.

The Chairman took the opportunity to thank all members for their hard work and support during 2013 and to wish all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The meeting closed at 12.34 pm.


ANNEX 1
ANNEX TO AGENDA ITEM 7:  STANDING ORDERS

· All amendments on P.179:  proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on Page 180: proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on Page 181:  proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr McTavish.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on Page 182: proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

· Page 183 SO 5c: Cllr Buchanan proposed a motion to replace the word “Ordinary” with “Full”.   There were 2 votes in favour and 5 against and the motion was not approved.  Cllr Rayner proposed a motion that the wording remain as circulated and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   There were 5 votes in favour and 2 against and the motion was approved.

· All other amendments on P.183:  proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.184:  proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

· Page 185 SO5(xviii):  Cllr Rayner proposed a motion for the removal of this item to remain as circulated and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 5 votes in favour and 2 against and the motion was approved.

· All other amendments on P.185:  proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.186:  proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

· Page 187 SO9f:  Cllr McTavish proposed a motion to replace the wording “together with” with “in consultation” and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.   There were 2 votes in favour and 5 against and the motion was not approved.  Cllr Rayner proposed a motion that the wording remain as circulated and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 5 votes in favour and 2 against and the motion was approved.

· Page 187 SO10(x):  Cllr Rayner proposed a motion that the deletion remain as circulated and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

· All other amendments on P.187:  proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
[Cllr McTavish left the meeting.]
· All amendments on P.189:  proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 5 votes in favour and 1 abstention.

· All amendments on P.190:  proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.191:  proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.192:  proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.193:  proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

· Page 195, SO19b: Cllr Rayner proposed the wording of this remain as circulated and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.195:  proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.196:  proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.197:  proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

· All amendments on P.198:  proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 5 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
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