Meopham Parish Council

Environment & Amenities Committee

held on 20th May 2014 at 8.00 p.m. 

at the Windmill, Meopham Green 
Committee Members 
Cllrs Wade (Chairman), Bramer, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott
present:



Leyshon and Powell
In attendance: 
Ms S Steven (Clerk), Mrs G Willsher (Footpath Warden) and 4 members of the public
Item 1
     

To receive Apologies for Absence
E.1
 Apologies were received from Cllr Aitken (holiday) and Cllr Ferrin (prior commitment) and Mr K Dare (Footpath Warden).
Item 2
    

To receive Declarations of Interest
E.2
  Cllr Wade declared an interest in agenda item 5 (planning application GR/2014/0396) as the applicant was a neighbour.
Item 3
   
To approve minutes of the previous meeting (4th February 2014)
E.3       The minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2014 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
Cllr Bramer proposed a motion pursuant to SO 10(a)(vi) to change the order of business on the agenda and this was seconded by Cllr Leyshon.   There were 2 votes in favour and 5 against and the motion was not approved.
Item 4

Matters Arising
E.4         The Chairman noted the following:
· Minute ref E.61:  Following the Allotment Association e-mailing all allotment holders to remind them that cars should remain in the car park and not to be parked on Council land outside of the allotments no further issues of concern had been reported to the Council.  However, the matter would be kept under review.

· Minute ref E.66:  A Rowan tree had been planted on Hook Green by the Evening WI as approved by the Council.

· Minute ref E.67:  The Cardiff bins had been delivered and the Clerk was seeking advice from the Borough Council as to approved contractors for installing the bins.

Item 5


Planning Applications 
E.5       The following applications were considered:
GR/14/0264 - 25/03/14: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Application for approval of condition 3 attached to planning permission reference number 20130530 and condition numbers 3, 5 and 7 attached to planning permission reference number 20130715 relating to the revised site plan, details of the fencing and the noise impact assessment.                                                          Objection on the grounds that there was insufficient information with regard to the use of the former builders merchants yard.  The Council would also recommend that the information regarding the noise levels from the manufacturer are not solely relied upon and the levels are investigated once the machinery has been installed.  Approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler. There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).                                                                                                           
GR/14/0188 - 28/04/14: Dulce Domum, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Culverstone, Kent, DA13 0RE. Erection of single storey side extension to form porch, bathroom and kitchen.                                                                     Objection as the privacy of the neighbouring property would be compromised due to the proposed windows overlooking the property.  Approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0220 - 28/04/13: Copperfield, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0JH. Erection of a first floor rear extension to form a dressing room, with construction of an enlarged porch to the front, and the internal reconfiguration of the property.                                                                                                                      No objection approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0275 - 28/04/14: Summer Pond, Heron Hill Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent. Outline application for the erection of a detached chalet dwelling and detached double garage.                                                    Objection as this is not an authorised plot approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/14/0277 - 28/04/14: 1, Ediva Road, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0NA. Erection of two storey side extension and single storey rear extension to existing three bed semi-detached dwelling.                                                                          No objection subject to the Planning Officer’s approval approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.                                                                                                                                   
GR/14/0299 - 28/04/14: Mitford House, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DAA13 0QW. Removal of existing front boundary fence and erection of replacement brick wall with railing.                                          No objection approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Cllr Powell proposed a motion pursuant to SO25(a) to suspend Standing Orders and invited 2 members of the public to speak on the following application and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.

GR/14/0301 - 28/04/14: Woodlands, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0TT. Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuilding and erection of replacement two storey three bedroomed dwelling with detached double garage and detached single storey summerhouse to rear.                                                                 No objection subject to the existing dwelling being removed and compliance with the Culverstone Valley Area policy approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Leyshon.  All voted in favour.                                                                                                                                   

GR/14/0322 - 28/04/14: Oldfields, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0AT. Demolition of existing single storey garage, and construction of two storey side extension incorporating dormer window to provide double garage, utility room and shower room at ground floor level, and games/home cinema room and bedroom 6/office at first floor level.                                                                                                                                    No objection approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.                                                                       

GR/14/0324 - 28/04/14: The Barn, Valley Lane, Culverstone, Kent, DA13 0DQ. Retention of 16 solar panels on south facing roof slope.                                                                                                                                                           No comments.                                                                                                          
GR/14/0330 - 28/04/14: Plough Cottage, Wrotham Road, Culverstone, Gravesend, Kent, DAA13 0RF. Erection of two storey barn to form utility room, storage and garden tools/storage room on ground floor level and playroom/studio and wc on first floor level.                                                                                                                       No comments.
GR/14/0363 - 28/04/14: 1, Huntingfield Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DAA13 0EY. Conversion of integral garage into habitable room to form lounge and construction of dormer extension in the front and rear roof slopes to provide a bedroom and ensuite bathroom/wc.                                                                                No objection approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention.                                                                                                      
GR/14/0366 - 28/04/14: The Hawthorns, The Street, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0AJ. Erection of a single storey side extension to form enlarged garage/gym and utility room.                                                              No objection subject to neighbour consultation approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
Cllr Wade proposed a motion pursuant to SO25(a) to suspend Standing Orders and invited Cllr Buchanan to speak on the following application and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.

GR/14/0396 - 28/04/14: 1, Oak Mead, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0PL. Erection of single storey front extension to form study/bedroom and alterations to the driveway.                                                                                   No objection approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.   Powell.  There were 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
Item 6

To appoint members to existing sub-committees
E.6  Cllr Wade proposed a motion that the members of the Judsons Redevelopment sub-committee for the Council year 2014/2015 would be as follows:  Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Powell, Wade, 3 representatives from the Meopham Colts (Mr K Walters, Mr N Henderson, Mr G Lorkin) and 1 member of the public (Mr J Witts) and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 5 votes in favour and 2 against and the motion was approved.
Item 7           
To appoint any new sub-committees, confirmation of the terms of



reference, the number of members and appointment of members to 




them

E.7       There were no new sub-committees proposed.
Item 8             Contractual yearly review of the Service Contract:  To consider and 



approve a recommendation to the Administration and Resources 



Committee
E.8   Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve a recommendation to the Administration and Resources Committee that the Service Contract terms remain unchanged and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.   There were 7 votes in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 9 
Grants
a)   To consider and, if appropriate, approve a grant request from the Meopham
       Table Tennis Club

Cllr Wade proposed a motion pursuant to SO25(a) to suspend Standing Orders and invite the Honorary Chairman of the Meopham Table Tennis Club to answer any questions from members on the application and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
E.9     Cllr Powell proposed a motion pursuant to SO10(a)(iii) to defer consideration of the motion at agenda item 9(a) until there was more information available from the Table Tennis club as to other funds being made available from grants etc and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 2 against (Cllrs Bramer and Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
b)  To review and approve the amended draft Grants Policy and application form 
      for submission to the Administration and Resources Committee
E.10     Cllr Bramer proposed an amended motion to approve the amended draft grants policy and application form for submission to the Administration and Resources Committee subject to the removal of number 6 on the policy and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour of accepting the amended motion.  There were 6 votes in favour and 1 against and the amended motion was approved.
Item 10    
Allotments and Southdown Shaw
a)  Contractual two-year rent review of the allotments at Southdown Shaw:  To 
      consider and approve a recommendation to the Administration and Resources 
      Committee
E.11   Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve a recommendation to the Administration and Resources Committee that the rent remain at £341 per annum and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.   All voted in favour.
b)  To endorse the permission granted by the Clerk to the Meopham and District
      Allotment Association for the stationing of a portable WC on the Southdown 
      Shaw Allotments Site

E.12   Cllr Wade proposed the motion at agenda item 10(b) and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
c)  To approve the draft terms of reference relating to the siting of the WC and
      delegate authority to the Clerk to make minor amendments to the same 
      following consultation with the Meopham and District Allotments Association 
      for submission to the Administration and Resources Committee

E.13    Members noted the positive response from the Meopham and District Allotments Association in relation to the draft terms of reference and Cllr Wade proposed the motion at agenda item 10(c) and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
d)  To delegate authority to the Clerk to instruct a contractor to cut the grass on 
      the parish-owned land at the Southdown Shaw allotment Site as required up to 
      the sum of £200 per year

E.14    Cllr Bramer proposed the motion at agenda item 10(d) and this was seconded by Cllr Leyshon.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
e)   To note the works carried out by Kent Highway Services to the trees at the 
       perimeter of Southdown Shaw

E.15         Agenda item 10(e) was noted by members.
Item 11
Village Greens and Harvel Pond
a)   To note the permission granted by the Clerk on behalf of the Council for the
        use of Harvel Green by the Harvel Hash Harriers annual race on 7th June 2014 
        subject to appropriate insurances and risk assessments
E.16         Agenda item 11(a) was noted by members.
b)   To note the permission granted by the Clerk on behalf of the Council for the 
       use of Harvel Green by the Harvel Village Hall Management Committee for a 
       village fete on 5th July 2014 subject to appropriate insurances and risk 
       assessments

E.17          Agenda item 11(b) was noted by members.
Item 12
Rights of Way, including Footpaths Groups
Cllr Wade proposed a motion pursuant to SO25(a) to suspend Standing Orders and invite Mrs Willshire of the Meopham and District Footpaths Group to speak on matters of interest and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.

a)   To delegate authority to the Clerk to send a draft letter to the Meopham
       and District Footpaths Group approving their paths monitoring programme 

E.18    Cllr Powell proposed the motion at agenda item 11(a) and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 13
Trees
a)   To delegate authority to the Clerk to replace the dead Rowan Memorial tree 
       at Judsons Recreation Ground up to the sum of £250
E.19     Cllr Leyshon proposed the motion at agenda item 13(a) and this was seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 14
Recreation Grounds and Playground Equipment
a)  Contractual yearly review of the football pitch hire at Judsons Recreation 
        Ground for the 2014/2015 season:  To consider and approve a 
        recommendation to the Administration and Resources Committee
E.20    Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve a recommendation to the Administration and Resources Committee that the football pitch hire remain at £150 per annum and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 against (Cllr Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
b)   To note the graffiti on the Pavilion and bus shelters and the remedial works for 
       removal of the same

E.21     Members noted agenda item 14(b).
c)   To note minutes of i) the Judsons Rebuild sub-committee meeting and ii)
       working group meeting with Meopham Village Hall Management Committee

E.22     Members noted agenda item 14(c).
Cllrs Bramer and Leyshon wished to discuss amendments to the minutes at agenda item 11(c)(i) and (ii) and Cllr Powell proposed a motion pursuant to SO10(a)(vii) to proceed to the next business on the agenda as the minutes had been noted by members  and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 2 against (Cllrs Bramer and Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
d)   To consider and approve the draft response to the written questions submitted 
       by the Meopham Village Hall Management Committee to Full Council in 
       March 2014 regarding the proposed redevelopment of Judsons Pavilion
E.23  Cllr Powell proposed the motion at agenda item 14(d) and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 2 against (Cllrs Bramer and Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
e)  To delegate authority to the Clerk to produce and distribute a position 
      statement on the proposed redevelopment of Judsons Pavilion prior to the 
      Parish Poll due to take place on 29th May 2014

E.24   Cllr Wade proposed the motion at agenda item 14(e) and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 2 against (Cllrs Bramer and Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
Item 15
Financial Matters
a)  To note and approve, where appropriate, the Environment and Amenities 
Committee Expenditure from 29th January 2014 – 13th May 2014
E.25      The Environment and Amenities Committee expenditure from 29th January 2014 – 13th May 2014 was noted and approved on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).
Item 16
Correspondence
E.26
Correspondence circulated was noted.

The meeting closed at 09.35 pm.
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	BUDGET
	APPROVAL DETAILS
	PRIOR APPROVAL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1106
	10/02/2014
	GE Enterprises
	Service Contract - January 2014
	£320.00
	
	£320.00
	Service Contract
	TO BE APPROVED
	CONTRACTUAL

	1128
	14/03/2014
	GE Enterprises
	Service Contract - February 2014
	£320.00
	
	£320.00
	Service Contract
	TO BE APPROVED
	CONTRACTUAL

	1134
	19/03/2014
	Gravesham Borough Council
	Funding for the skatepark at Culverstone
	£2,200.00
	
	£2,200.00
	Grants
	APPROVED/VIREMENT 
	FC 18.03.14 C.122

	1139
	25/03/2014
	Southern Water
	Judsons Pavilion Water Supply
	£15.53
	
	£15.53
	Judsons Pavilion and Ground
	TO BE APPROVED
	CONTRACTUAL

	1142
	25/03/2014
	N F Sims
	Tree Removal following emergency works
	£220.00
	
	£220.00
	Trees
	APPROVED E&A 04.02.14
	E&A 04.02.14 E.71

	1143
	27/03/2014
	EDF Energy
	Energy Supply at Judsons Pavilion
	£17.86
	
	£17.86
	Judsons Pavilion and Ground
	TO BE APPROVED
	CONTRACTUAL

	1146
	31/03/2014
	GE Enterprises
	Service Contract - March 2014
	£320.00
	
	£320.00
	Service Contract
	TO BE APPROVED
	CONTRACTUAL

	1147
	31/03/2014
	GE Enterprises
	Village Green/Judsons Ad Hoc Works
	£888.00
	
	£888.00
	Village Green/Judsons Pav and Ground
	APPROVED E&A 15.10.13 E.34
	E&A 15.10.13 E.34
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