



Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of meeting of Full Council held on

Tuesday, 18th March 2014 at 10.45 am 

in the Cricket Pavilion, Meopham Green
	Present:
	Cllrs Powell (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Aitken, Bramer, Buchanan, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Leyshon, McTavish and Rayner

	In attendance:
	Ms S Steven (Clerk), Mr Adam Holloway, MP (Items 7-13), Borough Cllrs Mrs Burgoyne and Shelbrooke and 9 members of the public


The Chairman welcomed Borough Councillors, Councillors and members of the public to the meeting.
Cllr Bramer raised a point of order to request the Chairman adjourn the meeting and stated that the start time discriminated against Cllr Ferrin and members of the public who were employed during the day.  The Chairman did not uphold the point of order.
Item 1:     Apologies for absence
C.115   Apologies were received from Cllr Ferrin (prior work commitment) and Borough Cllrs Mrs Boycott and Sweetland.
Item 2:    Declarations of Interest:

C.116   Cllrs Aitken and Wade declared an interest in agenda item 5, planning applications GR/2013/0538REVISED, GR/2013/0539REVISED and GR/2014/0126 as they were friends with the applicant.
The Chairman proposed a motion to suspend Standing Orders in order to invite Borough Councillors to speak on matters of interest and for members of the public to ask any questions of the Council and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Item 3:   To approve the minutes of previous meeting:  10th December 2013
C.117      The minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2013 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded Cllr Wade.  There were 8 votes in favour (Cllrs Buchanan, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, McTavish, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and 3 abstentions (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer and Leyshon).
Item 4:
    Matters Arising
C.118      There were no matters arising.
Item 5:
Planning Applications

C.119      The following planning applications were considered:

GR/13/0538REVISED - 24/02/14: Nurstead Court, Nurstead Church Lane, Meopham, Kent, DA13 9AD. **REVISED PLANS/REVISED DESCRIPTION** Conversion of stable block and former coach house and tack room into two dwellings with associated internal and external works for use as holiday lets.                                                                                                   No objection was approved on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 9 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.
GR/13/0539REVISED - 24/02/14: Nurstead Court, Nurstead Church Lane, Meopham, Kent, DA13 9AD. **REVISED PLANS/REVISED DESCRIPTION** Application for Listed Building Consent for internal and external works in connection with the conversion of the stable block and former coach house and tack room into two dwellings for use as holiday lets.                                                                                                   No objection was approved on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 9 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.
GR/13/1189 - 31/01/14: Harwyn, Heron Hill Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DU. Erection of a replacement dwelling and detached garage.                                                                                                        

No objection subject to (a) full tree survey with the LPA applying for TPOs where appropriate, (b) agreed positioning of septic tank to prevent possible leakage into adjoining land and (c) acceptable vehicular access for emergency vehicles was approved on a proposal by Cllr Leyshon and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.

GR/14/0046 - 24/02/14: 4, School Lane, Culverstone, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0DN. Erection of a wooden outbuilding at the rear.                                                                                                                                       No objection but would suggest to the LPA that the building be painted green to match the existing fencing and to blend in with the countryside location was approved on a proposal by Cllr Leyshon and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.

GR/14/0119 - 24/02/14: Orchard View, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0JE. Erection of part single storey part two storey rear extension to form enlarged kitchen at ground floor level with enlarged bedroom at first floor level.                                                                                                                                   No objection subject to neighbour consultation was approved on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0120 - 24/02/14: 27, Ediva Road, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0NA. Demolition of existing detached garage and erection of part two storey part single storey side extension to form kitchen/dining room and external wc at ground floor level with two bedrooms and two ensuite shower rooms/wcs at first floor level; construction of dormer extensions in existing roof slope and conversion of roof space into bedroom with ensuite shower room/wc.                                                                                                                                      Objection on the grounds that due to the bulk and form of the proposed works and the dormer windows which would result in the property being out of character with the street scene was approved on a proposal by Cllr Knott and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 10 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).
GR/14/0126 - 24/02/14: Nurstead Yard, Nurstead Church Lane, Meopham, Kent, DA13 9AD. Retrospective Application for the continued use of the existing yard at Nurstead Court Farm for storage of building materials, aggregates, equipment, vehicles and machinery associated with the civil engineering, groundworks and general construction business of Hooper and Sons Ltd.                                                                                                                                           No objection was approved on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 9 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.
GR/14/0158 - 11/03/14: Narnia, Leafy Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DR. Erection of front extension to form a split porch/open area and alterations to roof above from sloping roof to gable end type roof.                                                                                                                                                                           No objection was approved on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Leyshon.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0169 - 03/03/14: Woodlands View, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0TU. Erection of detached double garage at the front in substitution of that previously under planning application reference 20120459.                                                                                                                                            Deferral to next meeting of Council was approved on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr McTavish.  All voted in favour.
GR/14/0171 - 03/03/14: Hook Green Farm House, Melliker Lane, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0JB. Erection of an outbuilding to the rear.                                                                                                                                     No objection subject to neighbour consultation was approved on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
C.120      Members noted that a householder appeal has been made to the Planning Inspectorate in relation to the following planning application:

GR/13/0127 - 12/07/13: Skippers Rest, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TT. Retention of the front laundry room extension.                                                                                                        MPC Recommended Refusal
GBC Refused
Item 6:
To note the application to nominate The Railway Tavern, Meopham as an Asset of Community Value under the Localism Act 2011
C.121 Cllr Kemsley proposed the following amendment to the motion and was seconded by Cllr Bramer.  All voted in favour and the amended motion was accepted:
· To support the application to nominate The Railway Tavern, Meopham as an Asset of Community Value under the Localism Act 2011
There were 10 votes in favour and 1 abstention and the amended motion was approved.  

The original motion failed as it was not proposed.
Item 7:           To consider and approve a request from Borough Cllr Shelbrooke for additional funding for the proposed skatepark at Culverstone Recreation Ground in the sum of £1,700 to be taken directly from Meopham Parish Council reserves
The Chairman proposed a motion to suspend Standing Orders in order to invite Cllr Shelbrooke to speak on this matter and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
C.122 Cllr Rayner proposed the following amendment to the motion and was seconded by Cllr Bramer.  All voted in favour and the amended motion was accepted:
· To approve a request from Borough Cllr Shelbrooke for additional funding for the proposed skatepark at Culverstone Recreation Ground in the sum of £1,700.  As £500 had previously been approved by Council in favour of the KCC Community Wardens for this project, but had not yet been paid, a virement in the sum of £1,700 would be made from Meopham Parish Council reserves to the grants budget within the Environment and Amenities budget and the total sum paid to Gravesham Borough Council would be £2,200.
All voted in favour and the amended motion was approved.  
The original motion failed as it was not proposed.
Item 8:
  To consider a motion submitted by Cllr Bramer:  Meopham Parish Council resolves to employ a part-time minute taker who will attend meetings and take minutes when the Parish Clerk is unavailable. The cost is to be met from an appropriate budget of the Administration and Resources Standing Committee

C.123 Cllr Bramer proposed agenda Item 8 and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 4 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Leyshon and McTavish) and 7 votes against (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and the motion was not approved.
Item 9:
To consider a motion submitted by Cllr Bramer:  Meopham Parish Council resolves that the part-time post of Deputy Clerk be reinstated with effect from the beginning of the Financial Year 2014-15 or as soon as possible thereafter, in order to fulfil Council's commitment that the Parish Office will be open to parishioners five mornings a week on a regular basis
C.124   Cllr Bramer proposed agenda Item 9 and this was seconded by Cllr Leyshon.  There were 4 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Leyshon and McTavish) and 7 votes against (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and the motion was not approved.
Item 10:
To consider a motion submitted by Cllr Leyshon:  Meopham Parish Council endorses the government draft plan to pursue openness in local government by allowing sound recording, filming and use of social media and the internet at all Council meetings as soon as it is legal so to do
C.125  Cllr Leyshon proposed agenda Item 10 and this was seconded by Cllr Bramer.   There were 3 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan and Leyshon) and 8 votes against (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, McTavish, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and the motion was not approved.
Item 11:
To consider a motion submitted by Cllr Leyshon: To resolve that
                       Meopham Parish Councillors undertaking primary scrutiny of planning 
                       applications will not do so for their own wards to prevent
                       any possibility of bias
C.126  Cllr Leyshon proposed agenda Item 11 and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 2 votes in favour (Cllrs Buchanan and Leyshon), 8 votes against (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, McTavish, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and 1abstention (Cllr Bramer) and the motion was not approved.
Item 12:
To consider a motion submitted by Cllr Powell: Meopham Parish Council approves that the maximum number of members of any Standing Committee shall not exceed ten members commencing from 5th May 2014

C.127  Cllr Powell proposed agenda Item 12 and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  There were 7 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, Powell, Rayner and Wade) 2 against (Bramer and Buchanan) and 2 abstentions (Cllrs McTavish and Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
Item 13:
To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations
                     made by Standing Committees 

a) Planning and Projects Committee:  7th January 2014 and 14th January 2014
C.128    Cllr Kemsley informed members of the following:

· The Planning Inspector’s Examination of the Local Plan Core Strategy would take place on 8-9 April 2014.  CPRE would be attending at the table for both days and the Parish Council on 9 April 2014 only.
· It had been proposed by CPRE to hold a presentation with all Gravesham Parish Councils to discuss the formation of neighbourhood plans.

The reports of the Planning and Projects Committee meeting held on 7th January 2014 and 14th January 2014 were received on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

b) Environment and Amenities Committee:  4th February 2014
C.129   Cllr Wade informed members of the following:

· The service contract was working extremely well and many works to the village greens and Judsons Recreation Ground had been or were in the process of being completed;
· Thanked the Clerk and members for their assistance during the recent bad weather in relation to emergency tree works and road closures.

C.130    Members:

i. Approved a virement in the sum of £1,000 from the trees budget to the noticeboards budget within the Environment and Amenities Committee budget (minute ref E.65) on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.

ii. Approved a virement in the sum of £1,500 from the Judsons pavilion and ground earmarked reserves to the Judsons pavilion and ground budget within the Environment and Amenities Committee budget (minute ref E.67) on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  There were 10 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Buchanan, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, McTavish, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).
C.131   The report of the Environment and Amenities Committee meeting held on 4th February 2014 was received on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.


c) Administration and Resources Committee:  16th January 2014 and 25th February 2014
C.132    Members:

i. approved the delivery of a bespoke training session run by the Kent Association of Local Councils, for those members of Meopham Parish Council, including the Clerk, who wish to attend, and approval of funds from the reserves for the same, subject to a minimum number attending to operate the course (minute ref A.51) on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
ii. Cllr Rayner proposed the following amendment to the agenda item 13(c)(ii)  and was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 10 votes in favour and 1 abstention and the motion was accepted:
· To note and hereby approve the closure of the Virgin Money Bank Account held by Meopham Parish Council (minute ref A.58a).


     All voted in favour and the motion was approved.    


     The original motion failed as it was not proposed.
iii. approved a recommendation to make appropriate amendments to the Bank Mandate for the Santander Bank Accounts held by Meopham Parish Council (minute ref A.58b) on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 10 votes in favour and 1 abstention;
iv. approved a recommendation to vire the sum of £400 from the training earmarked reserves to the training budget within the Administration and Resources Committee budget (minute ref A.58c) on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
C.133  The reports of the meeting of the Administration and Resources Committee meeting held on 16th January 2014 and 25th February 2014 were received on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  There were 10 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Buchanan, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, McTavish, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).
Item 14:
To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations
                     made by Committees 

Personnel Committee:  7th February 2014
C.134   The report of the Personnel Committee held on 7th February 2014 was received on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.


Item 15:
To receive KALC Updates, including matters arising from the Gravesham Area Committee
C.135
  Cllr Rayner informed members of the following:
· The National Association of Local Councils was in the process of appointing a new Chief Executive;
· The Kent Association of Local Councils’ budget was in surplus and their membership was currently 95% of councils in Kent, with 100% membership in Gravesham.
Item 16:
 Financial Matters

C.136
Members:
a) noted the completion of the Annual Audit of the 2012/2013 Financial Accounts of Meopham Parish Council and noted no further action to be taken in relation to the External Auditor’s Report under Section 3 of the Annual Return;
b) noted the objections lodged by Cllr Bramer to the 2012/2013 Financial Accounts of Meopham Parish Council were not accepted by the External Auditor;
c) approved the payment of the invoice for the External Audit of the 2012/2013 Financial Accounts of Meopham Parish Council through a virement in the sum of £3,543.30 from general reserves to the fees and expenses budget within the Administration and Resources Committee budget on a motion proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Rayner. There were 10 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Buchanan, Hasler, Kemsley, Knott, McTavish, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).
d) approved the Clerk’s attendance at the KALC Clerk’s Conference in June 2014 on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
e) noted Meopham Parish Council Income and Expenditure for the 2013/2014 financial year.
Item 17:
To note correspondence received
C.137
The list of correspondence was noted.

The meeting closed at 01.02 pm.
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