Meopham Parish Council

Environment & Amenities Committee

held on 4th February 2014 at 8.00 p.m. 

at the Windmill, Meopham Green 
Committee Members 
Cllrs Wade (Chairman), Cllr Aitken (Vice-Chairman),
Present: 



Bramer, Hasler, Knott, Leyshon and Powell
In attendance: 
Ms S Steven (Clerk), Cllr Kemsley, Cllr Rayner and Mr K Dare and Mrs G Willsher (Footpath Wardens)
Item 1
     

To receive Apologies for Absence
E.53
  There were no apologies for absence.
Item 2
    

To receive Declarations of Interest
E.54
  There were no declarations of interest.
Item 3
   
To approve minutes of the previous meeting (15th October 2013)
E.55       The minutes of the meeting held on 15th October 2013 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  There were 5 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.
Item 4

Matters Arising
E.56
  Cllr Leyshon enquired to the purpose of the grant approved for the Meopham Scouts (minute ref E.46).  The Chairman confirmed it was for works to the kitchen to meet with current health and safety standards.
Item 5


Planning Applications 
E.57       The following applications were considered:
GR/13/1165 - 08/01/14: 10, Longfield Road, Longfield, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EN. Demolition of existing summerhouse and garage and erection of single storey rear extension to form enlarged kitchen and conservatory and erection of a detached garage.                                                              Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Hasler, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).

 

GR/13/1169 - 08/01/14: The Barn, Yew Trees, Oakdenden Road, Luddesdown, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0XQ. Erection of a single storey side extension and a front porch for disabled access.                                                                                                                                        Recommend Deferral to the next meeting of Council as the application has insufficient detail relating to the requirements of the applicant on the grounds of disability and would require resubmission on a proposal by Cllr Leyshon and seconded by Cllr Bramer.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/1176 - 08/01/14: Former Windmill Business Centre, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QA. Installation of an automated entry gate to the private shared access drive.                                                                                                                                   Refusal Recommended on the grounds of concerns over road safety whilst entering and exiting the site for both private and emergency vehicles on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Hasler, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).
GR/13/1177 - 08/01/14: Former Windmill Business Centre, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QA. Installation of a satellite dish to the front elevation of the two bedroom house fronting Wrotham Road.                                                                                                                                      Approval Recommended subject to the Heritage/Conservation Officer having no objections to the size of the proposed satellite dish on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/14/0008 - 20/01/14: Amazon & Tiger Public House, Harvel Street, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0DE. Erection of two storey side extension to provide bed and breakfast facilities.                                                Deferral Recommended to the next meeting of Council on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Leyshon.  All voted in favour.

GR/14/0018 - 20/01/14: 24, Willow Walk, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QS. Erection of a triple garage at the rear.                                                                                                                                Recommended no objection subject to no valid planning objections from neighbours on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Hasler, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).
GR/14/0031 - 20/01/14: The Bungalow, Longfield Road, Longfield, Kent, DA3 7AP. Variation of condition 3 attached to planning permission reference number 20131035 for demolition of existing bungalow and attached garage and erection replacement single storey three bedroom dwelling and detached garage; to allow the existing dwelling to be demolished within two months of completion of the new dwelling.                                                                                                                                  Approval Recommended subject to adherence to the two month timescale on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Hasler, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).
E.58      Members noted that an appeal had been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate regarding the following application:

GR/13/0739 - 02/09/13: Touchstone, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TU. Erection of conservatory at the rear.                                                                                                  MPC No comment offered and GBC Refused
Item 6

To review and approve the authority delegated to the Clerk by the 


Environment and Amenities Committee

E.59  Cllr Bramer proposed a motion to amend the authority to state “All delegated actions by an employee are to be carried out in consultation with such members of the Council as considered appropriate” and this was seconded by Cllr Leyshon.  There were 2 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer and Leyshon) and 5 against (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Knott, Powell, Wade) and the motion failed.

E.60    Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve the authority delegated to the Clerk by the Environment and Amenities Committee, as circulated, and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Knott, Powell, Wade), 1 against (Cllr Leyshon) and 1 abstention (Cllr Bramer) and the motion was approved.

Item 7           
Allotments and Southdown Shaw
i)   To consider and approve any action regarding the use of motor vehicles on land at Southdown Shaw
E.61    The Chairman stated concerns had been raised regarding the use of motor vehicles at the allotment site on land not covered in their lease.  The Allotment Association had e-mailed all allotment holders to remind them that cars should remain in the car park but noting dispensations for disabled allotment holders remain.  Cllr Wade proposed a motion to defer consideration of any further action until the next meeting of this Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 8           Village Greens
i)      To note the use of Harvel Green by Kay’s Campsite Girlguiding for their annual sponsored walk on 10th May 2014

E.62      Members noted the above.
ii)    To note the outstanding remedial works to Hook Green by Kent County Council
E.63    Members noted their disappointment at the report from the Clerk regarding the outstanding remedial works to Hook Green following the works by Kent County Council to install additional storage to the soakaways in Hook Green.
Item 9 
Rights of Way, including Footpaths Groups
E.64     Cllr Wade proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order to invite
Mr Dare and Mrs Willsher (Footpath Wardens) to speak on matters of interest and this was seconded by Cllr Powell. All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Item 10    
Noticeboards

a)  To consider and approve the replacement of the noticeboard at The Windmill and approve funds for the same

E.64
Cllr Wade proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Clerk to gain    best value, not in excess of £1,500, for the purchase, delivery and installation of a replacement noticeboard in the Windmill gardens subject to approval by the Windmill Trust and the Conservation Officer.  Cllr Wade recommended the approval of funds in the sum of £500 from the noticeboards budget and a virement from the trees budget in the sum of £1,000 with a recommendation for approval by Full Council and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 11
Trees
a)    To consider and, if appropriate, approve a request from the Meopham Evening WI to plant a Rowan Tree on Hook Green or Judsons Recreation Ground to commemorate their 50th Anniversary

E.65    Cllr Hasler proposed a motion to approve the request from The Meopham Evening WI to plant a rowan tree on the south side of Hook Green to commemorate their 50th anniversary and to delegate authority to the Clerk to agree the location subject to confirmation that the Parish Council would not be liable for future maintenance of the tree and this was second by Cllr Leyshon.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  
Item 12
Recreation Grounds and Playground Equipment

a)     To note the Annual Inspection Report for the children’s play area and to approve delegated authority to the Clerk to make arrangements for the recommended remedial works and approve funds for the same
E.66  The Committee:

· noted the Annual Inspection Report of the children’s play area;
· noted two areas of concern raised regarding the equipment and Playdale had been requested to inspect and provide a report;

· mats for the trip hazard has been purchased and would be installed once the weather improved;

· delegated authority to the Clerk to purchase three Cardiff litter bins, with associated delivery and installation costs, not In excess of £1,500 with a recommendation to Full Council to vire the sum held in earmarked reserves to the Judsons Pavilion and Ground budget on a motion prosed by Cllr Atken and seconded by Cllr Knott.  All voted in favour.
b)         Judsons Pavilion Redevelopment:

i)   To consider and approve a response to the concerns raised by Meopham Village Hall Management Committee with regard to the redevelopment of the pavilion at Judsons Recreation Ground

E.67   Cllr Bramer proposed a motion to respond to the Meopham ViIlage Hall Committee (MVHC) to apologise that they were not made aware of the proposed redevelopment of the pavilion and this was seconded by Cllr Leyshon.  There were 2 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer and Leyshon) and 5 against (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Knott, Powell and Wade) and the motion was not approved.  Cllr Wade proposed a motion to respond to the MVHC to reiterate that the intentions of the Council were not to encourage use of the pavilion as opposed to other venues as noted in the Council’s letter dated 19th November 2009 addressed to the MVHC.  This was seconded by Cllr Powell.   There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Knott, Powell and Wade), 1 against (Cllr Bramer) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
ii)
To consider and approve delegated authority to the Clerk to gain quotes for the proposed building works to the pavilion at Judsons Recreation Ground in order to meet the criteria for grant applications

E.68     Cllr Powell proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Hasler, Knott, Powell and Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
iii)
To consider and approve authority for the Judson’s Pavilion sub-committee to apply for grants on behalf of Meopham Parish Council and in conjunction with other associations in relation to the proposed redevelopment of the pavilion at Judsons Recreation Ground

E.69    Cllr Powell proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Knott, Powell and Wade) and 2 against (Cllrs Bramer and Leyshon) and the motion was approved.

Cllr Leyshon wished to discuss the costs of the project and Cllr Powell raised a point of order pursuant to SO1q as this was not related to the agenda item and this was upheld by the Chairman.
Item 13
Financial Matters
a)  To note the emergency tree works carried out at Judsons Recreation Ground on 24th December 2013 and approve funds for the same and to further approve funds for the complete removal of the tree

E.70      The Chairman stated that due to severe weather a tree had become dangerous across the right of way at Judsons Recreation Ground on 24th December 2013.  The Clerk had instructed a contractor, pursuant to Financial Standing Order 3.4, to remove part of the tree in order to render it safe.  Cllr Bramer proposed a motion to approve the sum of £80 for these works and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Hasler, Knott, Powell, Wade) and 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon).  Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve a further £220 for the removal of the tree debris and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Bramer, Hasler, Knott, Powell and Wade), 1 abstention (Cllr Leyshon) and the motion was approved.
b) To note and approve, where appropriate, outstanding Environment and Amenities Committee expenditure from 9th October 2013 to 28th January 2014 (*)

E.71   Cllr Aitken proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
c)  To note the income and expenditure for the Environment and Amenities Committee for the 2013/2014 financial year
E.72      The Committee noted the expenditure for the Committee for the current financial year.
Item 14
Correspondence:
E.73
Correspondence circulated was noted.

The meeting closed at 21.43 pm.
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