Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting of the Planning & Projects Committee
held on Tuesday 14th January 2014 at 8.00 pm
in the Windmill, Meopham Green

Committee Members present:
       Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Ferrin (Items 1-12 only), Hasler, Kemsley, Powell and Wade
In attendance:       Cllr Knott and 1 member of the public
Cllr Powell proposed that Cllr Wade take the role of Clerk in the absence of the Clerk and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

Item 1: 
To receive Apologies for absence
P.45
 Apologies were received from Cllr McTavish (unwell) and Cllr Rayner (abroad).
Item 2:
To receive Declarations of Interests

P.46     Cllr Ferrin declared an interest in agenda item 6.
Item 3:
To approve the minutes of previous meetings: (17th September 2013 and 7th January 2014
P.47
The following minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting:

· 17th September 2013:  on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 4  votes in favour and 3 abstentions; and

· 7th January 2014:  on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 4 votes in favour, 2 against and 1 abstention.
Item 4:
Matters Arising
P.48
There were no matters arising.
Item 5:
Planning Applications

P.49
The following planning application was considered by this Committee:

GR/13/0964REVISED - 16/12/13: Plough Cottage, Wrotham Road, Culverstone, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0RF. **AMENDED APPLICATION** Erection of a detached two storey four bedroom dwelling                                                                                                                           Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/1100 - 16/12/13: Bracken, Chapmans Hill, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QP. Erection of single storey side extension to form ground floor annex (self contained with interlinked entrance to east wall of house) with bathroom/wc in roof space of extension. Addition of two canopies with associated internal works and installation of solar panel to existing and proposed south roof slopes.                                                                                   Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/1109 - 16/12/13: Primrose Cottage, Leywood Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0UH. Erection of single rear (east) extension to form lounge with habitable roof space above to form additional bedroom including north facing dormer windows and balcony to south and east; erection of side (north)replacement porch; formation of basement below existing rear terrace to provide guest bedrooms, bathroom/wc and ensuite bathroom/wc; removal of existing chimney to west elevation and insertion of new (lowered cill) windows to existing south elevation.                                                                                                                      Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Ferrin and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/1114 - 16/12/13: Combe Haven, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TU. Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of detached three bedroom dwelling with detached double garage and summerhouse.                                                                                 Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/118 - 16/12/13: Meopham Valley Vineyard, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0AU. Proposed hedgerow removal to allow for the planting of vines east-west across the land.                                                                                                                                                Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 4 votes in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions.
GR/13/1122 - 19/12/13: Rose Small Holdings, Harvel Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0RN. Reduction and retention of the concrete hardstanding.                                               Refusal Recommended as the Council finds that the size of the concrete which is subject to this application is far in excess of the size warranted by the Applicant’s hobbies.  The large expanse of concrete hard standing is an encroachment on the metropolitan greenbelt and thereby conflicts with greenbelt policy.  This was proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/1142 - 19/12/13: 30, Evenden Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HA. Erection of a conservatory at the rear.                                                                                           Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
P.50
Members noted the following:
An appeal has been made to the Planning Inspectorate in relation to the following planning applications:

GR/13/0127 - 12/07/13: Skippers Rest, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TT. Retention of the front laundry room extension.                                                           MPC Recommended Refusal

GBC Refused Permission

GR/13/0371 - 10/07/13: 3, Orchard Drive, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0LN. Outline application for the demolition of the existing detached garage and erection of a detached bungalow within the existing side garden of 3 Orchard Drive.                                                        MPC Recommended Refusal

GBC Refused Permission

Item 6:
To consider and approve the appointment of Mr B Lloyd of CPRE


as consultant to Meopham Parish Council in relation to the


Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy and approve funds for the


same
P.51    Cllr Powell proposed a motion that Mr Lloyd of CPRE be appointed as consultant to Meopham Parish Council in relation to the Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy and to further approve the sum of £250 in this regard and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.   Members agreed to delegate authority to the Clerk to confirm in writing to CPRE that the appointment was subject to Mr Lloyd’s attendance at the Examination Panel in April 2014 and a refund would be required for non-attendance.  There were 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
Item 7:
To consider and approve delegated responsibility to the Clerk to 


respond to the Draft Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2013-



2030 Consultation
P.52   Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delegate responsibility to the Clerk to respond to the Draft Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2013-2030 Consultation and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.
Item 8:
To review and approve the authority delegated to the Clerk by


the Planning and Projects Committee
P.53     Cllr Bramer proposed a motion to amend the authority to state “All delegated actions by an employee are to be carried out in consultation with such members of the Council as considered appropriate” and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  There were 3 votes in favour and 4 against and the motion failed.
P.54    Cllr Hasler proposed a motion for the wording to remain unchanged and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.
P.55    Cllr Hasler proposed a motion to approve the authority delegated to the Clerk by the Planning and Projects Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

Item 9:
Highways - Transport Issues and Bus shelters:
a)   To approve the draft Bus Shelter Cleansing Contract for submission to the Administration and Resources Committee
P.56     The draft contract was approved for submission to the Administration and Resources Committee on a motion proposed by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.
b)   To approve delegated authority to the Clerk to instruct a contractor for
repairs to damaged bus shelters
P.57     Cllr Ferrin proposed a motion to approve delegated authority to the Clerk to instruct a contractor for repairs to damaged bus shelters and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
c)   To note the Department of Transport Announcement in December 2013 regarding the Lower Thames Crossing
P.58     Members noted that the Department of Transport announced that they would be discarding Option B.
Item 10:
Affordable Housing
P.59
The minutes of the meeting held between the Parish Council and Gravesham Borough Council on 24th September 2013 were noted.
Item 11:
Neighbourhood Plan – Update
P.60
Cllr Kemsley stated that the proposed visit to Bookham was postponed.  It was noted that due to development in the greenbelt being considered at Bookham it was noted that Bookham were no longer comparable to Meopham in relation to the neighbourhood plan.  Members agreed to invite Vigo Parish Council to the next meeting of this Committee to give a presentation on the preparation of their Neighbourhood Plan.  All voted in favour.
Item 12:
Retail Facilities:
To consider and approve consultation with the retailers of the Camer Parade Shops with regard to parking and associated issues

P.61
 There was a lengthy discussion with no resolution.
Cllr Ferrin left the meeting following the conclusion of item 12.

Item 13:
Financial Matters
P.62    The Committee noted that there was no Committee expenditure to be approved from 10th September 2013 to 7th January 2014.
P.63        Members noted the Planning and Projects Committee expenditure for the 2013/2014 financial year.
Item 14:
Correspondence: 


P.64     Correspondence circulated was noted.  
Meeting closed at 09.55 pm.
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