Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting of the Planning & Projects Committee held on

Tuesday 17th September 2013 at 8.00 pm in the Windmill, Meopham Green

Committee Members present:
       Cllrs Buchanan, Hasler (Chairman), McTavish, Powell and Wade

In attendance:  
       Ms S Steven (Clerk)
Item 1: 
To receive Apologies for absence   

P.24
Apologies were received from Cllr Bramer (abroad), Cllrs Ferrin, Kemsley and Rayner (prior commitments) and Cllr Marshall (unwell).
Item 2:
To receive Declarations of Interests

P.25      There were no declarations of interest.
Item 3:
   
To approve the minutes of previous meetings (11th June and 9th
July 2013)
P.26
The minutes of the meeting held on 11TH June and 9th July 2013 were approved as a true record of the meeting on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr McTavish.  All voted in favour.
Item 4:
Matters Arising
P.27
There were no matters arising.
Item 5:
Planning Applications
P.28      The following applications were considered by this Committee:
GR/13/0713 - 02/09/13: Lindenwood Cottage, Gravesend Road, Wrotham, Sevenoaks, TN15 7JR. Erection of first floor side and rear extension to form two bedrooms and ensuite bathroom/wc at first floor level.                                                                                                         Refusal Recommended due to non-compliance with the greenbelt policy and the bulk and mass would be detrimental to the openness of the countryside on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0715 - 02/09/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Installation of air conditioning plant and equipment located within a two metre high enclosure at rear of store.                                                                                                                Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0739 - 02/09/13: Touchstone, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TU. Erection of conservatory at the rear.                                                                             No comments offered.
GR/13/0752 - 02/09/13: 10, Cricketers Drive, Meopham, Gravesend. Kent, DA13 0AX. Erection of single storey side extension to form an enlarged kitchen.                                            Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0764 - 09/09/13: Bramble Hall Farm, Oakenden Road, Luddesdown,Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0XQ. ADJOINS THE PARISH - Change of use of farm to equestrian use and construction of a 20 x 60 metre outdoor riding area.                                                                   Approval Recommended subject to the conditions that no commercial use is permitted and use is personal and restricted to the owner of the property and there is no lighting permitted on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0765 - 09/09/13: Bramble Hall Farm, Oakenden Road, Luddesdown, Gravesend, Kent, FDA13 0XQ. ADJOINS THE PARISH - Demolition of existing building and erection of a stable block comprising six stables.                                                                                                   Approval Recommended subject to the conditions that no commercial use is permitted and use is personal and restricted to the owner of the property and there is no lighting permitted on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0780 - 09/09/13: Unit 5 Bowes Estate, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0QB. Construction of new first floor incorporating a self contained one bedroom flat within new pitched roof.                                                                                                                Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr McTavish.  There were 2 votes in favour, 1 vote against and 2 abstentions.
P.29      The following applications were considered by the Gravesham Borough Council (GBC) Regulatory Board on 4th September 2013:

GR/13/0300 – Land at White Post Lane, Cobham, Gravesend, Kent                                                             Outline application for the erection of 14 dwellings fronting onto White Post Lane                              MPC Recommended Refusal

Appeal lodged with the Planning Inspectorate as GBC failed to issue a decision within the specified time period

GBC Regulatory Board Resolved that the Planning Inspectorate be advised that the Council’s decision would have been REFUSAL.
GR/13/0484 - 11/06/13: Clijon Farm, Whitehill Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0NY. Erection of single storey rear extension to form playroom, two bedrooms and bathroom/wc and single storey front extension to form study.                                                                                             MPC Recommended Refusal

GBC Regulatory Board Resolved that application GR/2013/0484 be DEFERRED for a Members’ Site Inspection.
GR/13/0528 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Installation of four security bollards on forecourt.                                                                           MPC Recommended Refusal

GBC Regulatory Board Resolved that the application be PERMITTED.
GR/13/0529 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road,, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Installation of an ATM in shopfront.                                                                                                  MPC Recommended Refusal

GBC Regulatory Board Resolved that the application be PERMITTED.
GR/13/0530 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0JL. Installation of new shopfront and construction of access ramp at the rear.                                             MPC Recommended Refusal

GBC Regulatory Board Resolved that the application be PERMITTED.
GR/13/0453 - 11/06/13: 1, Longfield Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EW. Formation of a vehicular access onto a classified road with associated manoeuvring area in the front garden.                                                                                                                                   MPC Recommended Approval

GBC Regulatory Board Resolved that the application be PERMITTED.
GR/13/0484 - 11/06/13: Clijon Farm, Whitehill Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0NY. Erection of single storey rear extension to form playroom, two bedrooms and bathroom/wc and single storey front extension to form study.                                                                                               MPC Recommeded Refusal

GBC Regulatory Board Resolved that the application be DEFERRED pending a site inspection.
Item 7:
Highways - Transport Issues and Bus shelters:
a. To consider the A227 Proposed Speed Limit Reduction Progress Report

P.30      The Committee noted the report.

b. To note the carriageway and drainage improvements update for 2013/2014

P.31      The Committee noted the report.
c. To consider two highway-related issues raised by Vigo Parish Council

P.32    The Committee noted two issues with regard to the footpath at Erskine Road, Vigo and pedestrians crossing Harvel Road.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to offer support to Vigo Parish Council in relation to contacting Kent Highway Services (KHS) and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
d. To consider and, if appropriate, approve locations for the provision of winter saltbags from Kent Highway Services (KHS)
P.33   The Chairman proposed a motion to request three saltbags to be delivered to St John’s Church, Culverstone Community Centre and Harvel Village Hall and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
e. To note the damage to the bus shelter on the corner of Cheshunt Close and, if appropriate, consider approval of funds for remedial works

P.34   The Chairman stated that a lower pane in the bus shelter opposite Norwood Lane, in Wrotham Road, was damaged in August 2013 but it was unclear whether this was vandalism or accidental.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Clerk to gain best value in replacing this pane up to a value of £350 and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
f. To consider the provision of a testimonial for the provider of the anti-graffiti coating on the bus shelters outside the secondary school

P.35
  The Committee noted the positive effect of the anti-graffiti paint on the bus shelters and the pavilion at Judsons.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Clerk to provide an appropriate form of words and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
Item 8:
To note the update on the Gravesham Local Plan Core 
Strategy Examination
P.36
  Cllr Powell, along with Cllr Wade, had attended the majority of the examination at GBC and had circulated reports to members.  The Committee noted that CPRE had not provided a representative to attend the examination and Cllr Powell proposed to delegate authority to the Clerk to send a letter expressing the Parish Council’s disappointment and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
Item 9:
Street Lighting

P.37         The Committee noted the Kent County Council Safe and Sensible Lighting consultation.
Item 10:
Neighbourhood Plan
P.38        The Chairman noted:
· a visit to Bookham was due to take place on 8th October 2013; and

· a report by Vigo Parish Council regarding their neighbourhood plan priorities dated 17th June 2013.
Item 11:
Financial Matters
P.39      The Committee:

· approved the Planning and Projects Committee Expenditure from 6th June 2013 – 9th September 2013 on a proposal by Cllr Wade, seconded by Cllr McTavish and all voted in favour;
· noted the Planning and Projects Committee Income and Expenditure for the 2013/2014 financial year;
· approved the proposed Planning and Projects Committee budget for the 2014/2015 financial year (Annex 1) for submission to the Administration and Resources Committee on a proposal by Cllr Powell, seconded by Cllr Buchanan and all voted in favour.
Item 12:
To answer questions from Councillors in accordance with Standing Order 8:
P.40                 There had been no SO8 requests.

Item 13:
Correspondence: 


P.41     Correspondence received was noted.  
Meeting closed at 08.47 pm.








ANNEX 1
	MEOPHAM PARISH COUNCIL
	
	
	

	PROPOSED P&P BUDGET FOR  2014/2015
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	E/M Reserves

	PLANNING & PROJECTS COMMITTEE
	2012/2013 budget
	2013/2014 budget
	2014/2015 budget
	

	 
	
	
	
	

	Affordable Housing
	 
	 
	 
	

	Highways & Street Lighting
	£400.00
	£500.00
	£500.00
	

	Traffic Studies
	 
	 
	 
	

	Bus Shelter Repairs & Renewals 
	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	£500.00

	Bus Shelter Cleaning
	£450.00
	£500.00
	£500.00
	

	Cleansing & Litter Collection (Service Contract)
	£3,600.00
	 
	 
	

	Community Bus Grant 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Neighbourhood Plan
	 
	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	£2,300.00

	Community Festivities
	£1,000.00
	 
	 
	

	Planning Fees/Investigations
	 
	 
	£100.00
	

	TOTAL P&P COMMITTEE
	£6,450.00
	£3,000.00
	£3,100.00
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