



Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of meeting of Full Council held on

Tuesday, 3rd September 2013 at 8.00 p.m. 

in the Cricket Pavilion, Meopham Green
	Present:
	Cllrs Powell (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Aitken,  Bramer, Buchanan, Ferrin, Hasler, Kemsley, McTavish and Rayner

	In attendance:
	County Cllr B Sweetland, Sergeant K Reid and PCSO J Hartley (Kent Police), Community Warden Mrs M Cason, Ms S Steven (Clerk) and 4 members of the public


Item 1:
    Apologies for absence
C.61    Apologies were received from Borough Cllrs Mrs Burgoyne and Mrs Boycott (prior commitments), Cllr Everson (work commitment) and Cllr Marshall (unwell).
Item 2:    Declarations of Interest:

C.62    The following declarations of interest were made:

· Agenda Item 5 (Planning Applications GR/2013/0528/0529/0530) and agenda Item 7 (New Premises Application) – Cllr Rayner as he is a Tesco shareholder.
· Agenda Item 6 (Planning Application GR/2013/0689) – Cllr Wade as the applicant is a close friend.

On a proposal by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Rayner the Chairman suspended Standing Orders and invited County Cllr Sweetland to speak on matters of interest.  All voted in favour.
The Chairman proposed a motion pursuant to Standing Order 5a xix to require that the members of the public be excluded from the meeting as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business for Items 3c, 3d (and matters arising) and item 12.  The Chairman further proposed a motion pursuant to Standing Order 2o to move the order of business of the published agenda to take the aforementioned agenda items together for the reason of expediency.  This was seconded by Cllr Wade and all voted in favour.
CLOSED SESSION

Item 3:
    To approve the minutes of previous meetings
C.63    The following minutes were approved as a true and correct record:

a) 24th May 2013:  proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Rayner; there were 8 votes in favour and 2 abstentions;
b) 28th May 2013:  proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Rayner;  with the following amendments:

i. C.7, first line, replace “has” with “had”.
      There were 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
      c)
      d)
Item 4:
    Matters Arising
C.64    The following were raised:

· 28th May 2013:  C.9 – Cllr Bramer requested clarification as to whether a response had been received from the External Auditor and the Clerk confirmed that a response was awaited.

· 5th June 23013: 


C.39 – Cllr Bramer requested an update on the investigation into
 
financial fraud.  Cllr Rayner confirmed his investigations were ongoing.

            C.43 - Cllr Bramer asked if Counsel had been appointed and the Clerk 

confirmed that no appointment had been made.

Item 5:    To dispose of any business remaining from the last meeting 
C.65      Cllr Bramer proposed a motion that this meeting resolves that henceforth all elections for Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Treasurer of Council will be conducted by a secret ballot organised by the Proper Officer at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Each candidate for election shall be given five minutes during the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to explain why he or she is standing.  This was seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  There were 4 votes in favour and 6 against and the motion was not approved.
Item 6:
Planning Applications

C.66 
The following planning applications were considered:

GR/13/0577 - 01/08/13: 4, Poplar Walk, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EB. Conversion of existing garage to a utility room/workshop and dining room.                                                                      Approval Recommended subject to neighbour consultation and the Planning Officer’s Approval on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0627 - 29/07/13: Plot 2, Jonquil Cottage, Norwood Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0YF. Erection of a conservatory at the rear.                                                                                               Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0631 - 29/07/13: 20, Willow Wood Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QT. Erection of two storey rear extension to form dining room and study at ground floor level with bedroom at first floor level.                                                                                                                                                 Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0634 - 29/07/13: Land at Strawberry Hill, -, Meopham, Kent. Continued use of agricultural/woodland as leisure plot/nature reserve including retention of building to provide kitchen, wc, secure tool store and open storage area and also level platform area for parking and seating.                                                                                                                                                    Refusal Recommended due to contravention of planning policies on a proposal by Cllr Ferrin and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0652 - 07/08/13: Poppy Cottage, Norwood Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0YF. Erection of a conservatory at the rear.                                                                                                       Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0663 - 07/08/13: OUT OF WARD: White Horse Riding Centre, White Horse Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0UE. Application for variation of conditions 2 and 22 attached to planning permission reference number 19980637 for change of use of farm buildings and land to riding school; to allow the use of land and buildings for riding and/or carriage driving lessons between 09.30-20.30 hours Monday to Friday and 08.30-20.30 Saturdays and Sundays.                                                                                                                   Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0689 - 12/08/13: Fir Croft, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HT. Erection of part two storey and part single storey rear extension to form garden room, study and garden store at ground floor level with enlarged bedroom at first floor level; alterations to front elevation involving repositioning of main entrance and alterations to the fenestration.                                                                                                                                       Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
C.67 
Members noted that the following planning applications were to be considered by the Gravesham Borough Council (GBC) Regulatory on 4th September 2013:

GR/13/0300 – Land at White Post Lane, Cobham, Gravesend, Kent                                                             Outline application for the erection of 14 dwellings fronting onto White Post Lane                              MPC Recommended Refusal
GR/13/0484 - 11/06/13: Clijon Farm, Whitehill Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0NY. Erection of single storey rear extension to form playroom, two bedrooms and bathroom/wc and single storey front extension to form study.                                                                                             MPC Recommended Refusal

GR/13/0528 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Installation of four security bollards on forecourt.                                                                           MPC Recommended Refusal
GR/13/0529 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road,, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Installation of an ATM in shopfront.                                                                                                  MPC Recommended Refusal
GR/13/0530 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0JL. Installation of new shopfront and construction of access ramp at the rear.                                             MPC Recommended Refusal
Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to nominate Cllr Powell to speak to the Regulatory Board to uphold the Parish Council’s recommendations on planning applications GR/2013/0484, 0528, 0529 and 0530 and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken.   There were 8 votes in favour and 2 abstentions and the motion was approved.
Item 7:


To consider and, if appropriate, make representation to Gravesham 




Borough Council with regard to the New Premises Application for the 


sale of alcohol by Tesco Stores Ltd at The Parade, Meopham
C.68 
Cllr Buchanan proposed a motion to respond to raise the following points with the Licensing Officer and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrin:
· clarification of the Sunday trading hours; and
· confirmation that the advertising of the application was displayed at the premises during the prescribed timescale.
All voted in favour and the motion was approved.

Item 8:

To consider and, if appropriate, approve a response to the DCLG
Consultation:  Greater Flexibilities for Change of Use

C.69 
Cllr Powell proposed a motion to support the response to this consultation by KALC and delegate authority to the Clerk to respond on behalf of the Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler and all voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 9:

To consider and, if appropriate, approve a response to the KCC 
Consultation on Children’s Centres in Kent
C.70 
Following discussion, Cllr Rayner proposed a motion that Cllrs Buchanan and McTavish consider this consultation and prepare a response for consideration by members, if appropriate, and to delegate authority to the Clerk to respond on behalf of the Council and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 10:
To receive KALC Updates

C.71
 There were no updates.

Item 11 :
To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations made by Committees 

C.72    Cllr Kemsley gave a brief update on the proposed visit to Bookham regarding a neighbourhood plan, noted an infill and greenbelt protection outline document in the Local Development Framework and the dates for the Core Strategy Hearings. The report of the Planning and Projects Committee was received on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.


C.73      Cllr Wade stated the following:
· the service contract was proving very effective and jobs were being carried out very satisfactorily;
· the second phase of the tree works to village greens was underway;

· posts on Meopham and Pond greens had been replaced;
· the works to turf an area of Pond Green was not carried out satisfactory and the Clerk was liaising with the contractor;
· the Clerk is liaising with Kent Highway Services regarding the unsatisfactory replacement of posts and daffodils on Hook Green;

· the events due to be held on Meopham Green and Judsons Recreation Ground were not taking place;

· the play area at Judsons had been well used in the summer months and there had been no reports of damage;

·  a preliminary meeting with Meopham Colts had taken place regarding the rebuilding of the pavilion at Judsons Recreation Ground.
The report of the Environment and Amenities Committee were received on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.


C.74    The report of the meeting of the Administration and Resources Committee were received on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler. All voted in favour.
Item 12:
Employment Tribunal - Update
C.75        
Item 13:
To receive and consider reports from the Proper Officer

C.76
There were no reports to be considered.


Item 14:
To approve the formation of a Personnel Committee, determine membership and agree terms of reference
C.77
Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve the formation of a Personnel Committee and agree terms of reference as detailed in Annex 1 and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.
C.78       Cllr Bramer proposed the following amendment to the motion and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan:

· to approve the terms of reference with the initial membership to be decided by an open ballot at the next meeting of Full Council.  There were 3 votes in favour, 6 against and 1 abstention and the amended motion was not approved.
C.79    Cllr Rayner proposed the following amendment to the motion and his was seconded by Cllr Hasler:

· to agree the terms of reference and membership but to remove the word “Standing” in between Personnel and Committee.  There were 6 votes in favour and 4 against so this amended motion was approved.
Item 15:
To approve an amendment to Standing Order Annex 1 to remove Personnel Matters from the responsibility of the Administration and Resources Standing Committee pursuant to SO 31c
C.80
Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to postpone this matter to the next meeting of Full Council and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
Item 16:
To approve Cllr Aitken representing Meopham Parish Council on the Gravesham Rights of Way Committee
C.81
Cllr Powell proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 17:
 Financial Matters

C.82
The following was considered:
· Cllr Powell proposed a motion to purchase two copies of the NALC Publication “Local Councils Explained” at a cost of £39.99 each (+P&P) and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
· The schedule of payments pursuant to Financial Standing Order 5.2 was approved on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
· Approved all Meopham Parish Council Income and Expenditure for Q1 of the 2013/2014 financial year on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
· Approved the amendment to the bank mandate to confirm the Clerk as sole operator to all bank accounts held by Meopham Parish Council on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.
Item 18:
To answer Questions from Councillors in accordance with Standing Order 8

C.83
   There were no SO8 questions submitted.  Following an interjection by Cllr Bramer, Cllr Rayner proposed pursuant to SO5a vii to proceed to the next business on the agenda and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 6 votes in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention and the motion was approved.
Item 19:
To answer Press and Public Questions

C.84
A resident requested clarification on a map/location reference with regard to one of the options for the proposed third Lower Thames Crossing.
Item 20:
To receive such communications as the presiding Chairman may wish to lay before the Council
C.85
 The list of correspondence that had been circulated was noted.

The meeting closed at 10.29 pm.
APPENDIX 1
The following is the Terms of Reference for the Committee

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE
 

PERSONNEL STANDING COMMITTEE
 

 1. The Personnel Committee will deal with all personnel issues affecting the staff, including recruitment and financial aspects, absence (both authorised and unauthorised) pay and conditions of service and has delegated authority to act under S101 1972 LGA.

 

 2. The Committee will meet as and when necessary.

 

 3. Membership of the Personnel Committee will be Chairman of Council, Chairmen of all Standing Committees, Vice-Chairman of the Council and Vice-Chairman of Administration & Resources.
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