



Minutes of an EXTRAORDINARY meeting of
Full Council at 6.30 pm on Tuesday 30th July 2013
in the Windmill, Meopham Green
	Present:
	Cllrs Powell (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Aitken [items 1-8 (GR/2013/0127) only], Bramer, Buchanan, Everson, Hasler, Ferrin, Kemsley and Rayner

	
	


In attendance:      Borough Cllr Mrs Burgoyne, Ms S Steven (Clerk) and 3 members 
                                of the public
Item 1:    To receive Declarations of Interest

C.47    The following declarations were made:
· Cllr Rayner:  planning applications GR/2013/0528, 529 and 530 as he is a Tesco shareholder.
· Cllr Ferrin:  planning application GR/201/0473 as the application was for a neighbouring property.
Item 2:    To receive Apologies for Absence
C.48     Apologies were received from County Cllr Sweetland (away), Borough Cllrs Boycott, Cubitt and Shelbrooke (prior commitments), Cllr Marshall (unwell) and McTavish (holiday).
Item 3:    To approve a response to the NALC Consultation  “A New Future: 

                Developing the Strategy”
C.49     Following discussion, Cllr Powell proposed a motion that a draft response be circulated to members for consideration and comments and further to delegate authority to the Clerk to submit the agreed response on behalf of the Council and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 4:   To approve schedule of payments in accordance with Financial Standing 
    Order 5.2
C.50     Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to approve the schedule of payments and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 5 votes in favour and 4 against and the motion was approved.  One member wished to discuss this item further but, as the vote had been taken on this item, Cllr Rayner proposed a motion pursuant to Standing Order 5 a vii to proceed to the next business on the agenda and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and 4 against (Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Everson and Ferrin) and the motion was approved.
Item 5:   To answer Questions from members in accordance with Standing Order 8

C.51
   Cllr Bramer asked the following question: “Bearing in mind that there has been a series of well-publicised national scandals associated with donations to political bodies, such  as (allegedly) 'cash' for 'votes', 'cash for access' and 'cash for honours', does the Chairman agree that the Parish Council should maintain a list of all donations received, showing the date, the name of the donor and the amount donated, going back at least three years, and make a copy of it available to any member of the Press or public on request?”
C.52
   The Chairman stated “No, I do not agree“. 

C.53
   Cllr Bramer asked the following question: “On May 7th the Full Council resolved that Cllr Rayner should disclose the 'clear evidence' that he claims to have about supposed 'criminal activities in Meopham Parish Council' to the GBC Monitoring Officer within 28 days or alternatively issue a public retraction of his claims.  Twelve weeks have since elapsed.  Which one did he do?  How far, if at all, has the matter progressed since then?”
C.54
   The Chairman requested that Cllr Rayner answer this question and Cllr Rayner stated that “I was only requested  for this and matters are progressing“.  
Item 6:   To answer questions from Members of the Press and Public

C.55
  On a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner Standing Orders were suspended in order for members of the public to speak.  All voted in favour.   Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Cllr Ferrin proposed a motion pursuant to Standing Order 5 a vi to alter the order of business on the agenda and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 4 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Everson and Ferrin) and 6 against (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and the motion was not approved.

The Chairman proposed a motion pursuant to Standing Order 5a xix to require that the members of the public be excluded from the meeting as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business for agenda Item 7 only and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Kemsley, Powell, Rayner and Wade) and 4 against (Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Everson and Ferrin) and the motion was approved.

CLOSED SESSION
Item 7:   
C.56-C.57
Item 8:
To consider the following motion “If any member declines to properly 
carry out the Council’s Planning Application policy as a statutory
consultee, they shall not be permitted to vote on any recommendations 
on planning applications.”

C.58    Cllr Rayner proposed the following amended motion:  “The Council is minded not to permit those members who do not participate in the Council’s Planning Application Procedure Process to vote on the recommendation of any Planning Applications.  However, to ensure that the Council follows correct procedures in achieving this, it is hereby proposed that a new Committee be formed, to be called the ‘Ways and Means Committee’, which shall consist of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Council and the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Projects and Administration and Resources Committees to consider how this may best be achieved.   The terms of reference for the ‘Ways and Means Committee’ shall be as follows:  The Committee shall consider how members who fully participate in the Planning Application Procedure of the Council, may have their consideration of the appropriate planning polices properly reflected in the recommendations that Meopham Parish Council makes to the Local Planning Authority.”   This was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Powell, Rayner and Wade), 4 against (Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Everson and Ferrin) and 1 abstention (Cllr Kemsley) and the motion was approved.

Item 9:
To consider and make recommendations on Planning Applications
C.59
The following applications were considered:
GR/12/0833REVISED - 15/07/13: Rose Small Holdings, Harvel Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0RN. **REVISED PLANS/REVISED DESCRIPTION** Erection of a single storey extension to existing building to form two foaling boxes and secure tool store.                                                            Refusal recommended on a proposal by Cllr Rayner on the grounds that the proposal does not meet the criteria for LPA policy RA2 in the metropolitan greenbelt especially bearing in mind the openness of the greenbelt.  There is also insufficient evidence offered for the use of the proposed buildings for a sustainable agricultural purpose.  This was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 7 votes in favour and 2 against.
GR/13/0127 - 12/07/13: OUT OF WARD - Skippers Rest, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TT. Retention of the front laundry room extension.                                         Refusal Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Aitken on the grounds that it contravened Planning Policy C14 and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
GR/13/0248 - 08/07/13: Shirley, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JJ. Erection of a single storey side extension to form shower room/wc.                                                                     Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0419 - 27/06/13: 3, Poplar Walk, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EB. Erection of a front porch.                                                                                                                                                      Approval Recommended subject to neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0456 - 25/06/13: Greensleeves, Rhododendron Avenue, Culverstone, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TT. Erection of a replacement dwelling and detached outbuilding for temporary accommodation until after completion of replacement dwelling then change to gym ancillary to the new replacement dwelling.                                                                                            Approval recommended of the proposed replacement dwelling on a proposal by Cllr Rayner.  However, recommended that objections be raised to the proposed outbuilding as it would be detrimental to the openness of the metropolitan greenbelt.  The existing outbuilding shows evidence of habitation as a separate hereditament.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler and all voted in favour.
GR/13/0466 - 10/07/13: 28, Southfield Shaw Park Homes, Harvel Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0RH. Erection of a porch to front door.                                                                                          Approval Recommended subject to neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Powell.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler and all voted in favour.

GR/13/0473 - 12/07/13: Ashley, Heron Hill Lane, Culverstone, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DW. Variation of condition 8 attached to planning permission reference number 20020353 for use of chalet for storage purposes.                                                                                                                Refusal Recommended as the applicant was effectively requesting transfer of the building to the Class Order B5 and this use was inappropriate in a residential location.  In the event that GBC were minded to grant consent it would be requested that it be restricted to a temporary consent granted to the applicant as an individual only on a proposal by Cllr Rayner.  This was seconded by Cllr Powell and there were 8 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
GR/13/0487 - 27/06/13: Melliker Farm Lodge, Melliker Farm, Longfield Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JD. Application for removal of condition 2 attached to planning permission reference number TH/6/68/140 relating to the agricultural occupancy.                                                     Approval Recommended subject to approval by the Planning Officer on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 6 votes in favour, 2 against and 1 abstention.

GR/13/0492 - 01/07/13: 27, Tradescant Drive, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EE. Erection of a single storey rear extension to form kitchen/diner.                                                                                      Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Everson and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0528 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Installation of four security bollards on forecourt.                                                                           Refusal Recommended on the grounds that the Parish Council were recommending refusal of planning application GR/2013/0529 for the installation of an ATM machine at the same location.  If this recommendation was supported by GBC, then this application for the installation of security bollards would be obstructive and unnecessary on a proposal by Cllr Powell. This was seconded by Cllr Ferrin and there were 4 votes in favour and 5 abstentions.
GR/13/0529 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road,, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Installation of an ATM in shopfront.                                                                                                Refusal Recommended on the grounds of increased traffic and concerns regarding security on a proposal by Cllr Powell. This was seconded by Cllr Ferrin and there were 4 votes in favour and 5 abstentions.

GR/13/0530 - 15/07/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent DA13 0JL. Installation of new shopfront and construction of access ramp at the rear.                                              Refusal Recommended on the grounds that the proposals would be out of character with the other shops in the parade on a proposal by Cllr Powell.  This was seconded by Cllr Ferrin and there were 3 votes in favour, 1 against and 5 abstentions.
C.60    Cllr Powell proposed a motion to defer consideration of the following planning applications to the meeting of the Administration and Resources Committee Council which was due to commence following the cessation of this meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Everson:    GR/2013/0538, 0539, 0548, 0557, 0582, 0597, 0598, 0605, 0618, 0365 and 0484.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved. 
The meeting closed at 7.59 pm.
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