

Minutes of meeting of the
Administration and Resources Committee held on
Tuesday 30th July 2013 at 8.00 pm in the Windmill, Meopham Green

Committee Members 
    Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Everson, Ferrin, Hasler
Present:

    (Vice-Chairman), Kemsley, Powell, Rayner (Chairman)    




    and Wade
In Attendance:
    Ms S Steven (Clerk)
Item 1:
To receive Apologies for Absence
A.1  
Apologies were received from Cllr McTavish (holiday) and Cllr Aitken (prior commitment).
Item 2:
To receive Declarations of Interest
A.2  Cllr Wade declared an interest in planning applications GR/2013/0538 and 0539 as the applicant was a close friend.

Item 3:
To elect the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Administration and Resources Committee
A.3     The following nominations were made for the position of Chairman of the Meopham Parish Council Administration and Resources Committee for the Council Year 2013/2014:   Cllr Rayner was proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade.  As there were no other nominations Cllr Rayner was declared elected as the Chairman of the Administration and Resources Standing Committee of Meopham Parish Council for the Council Year 2013/2014.

A.4     The following nominations were made for the position of Vice-Chairman of the Meopham Parish Council Administration and Resources Standing Committee for the Council Year 2013/2014:  Cllr Hasler on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  As there were no other nominations Cllr Hasler was declared elected as the Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Projects Standing Committee of Meopham Parish Council for the Council Year 2013/2014.

Item 4:
To approve minutes of the previous meetings (14th May 2013 and 20th May 2013) 
A.5
 The minutes were approved as a true and correct record of the meeting:

· 14th May 2013: on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 6 votes in favour and 3 abstentions.
· 20th May 2013: on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 6 votes in favour and 3 abstentions.
Item 5:
Matters Arising 
A.6
There were no matters arising.
Item 6:
To abolish all previous sub-committees and working groups reporting


to the Administration and Resources Committee
A.7   Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to abolish all previous sub-committees and working groups reporting to this Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 5 votes in favour and 4 abstentions and the motion was approved.
Item 7:
Planning Applications
A.8
 The following planning applications were considered:
GR/13/0538 - 04/07/13: Nurstead Court, Nurstead Church Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 9AD. Conversion of stable block and former coach house and tack room into two, two and three bedroom dwellings with associated internal and external works.                                                     Approval Recommended subject to approval by the Conservation and Planning Officers on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 8 votes in favour and 1 abstention.

GR/13/0539 - 11/07/13: Nurstead Court, Nurstead Church Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 9AD. Application for Listed Building Consent for internal and external works in connection with the conversion of the stable block and former coach house and tack room into two dwellings.                                                                                                                                                  Approval Recommended subject to approval by the Conservation and Planning Officers on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 8 votes in favour and 1 abstention.

GR/13/0548 - 05/07/13: Pen Y Bryn, Whitepost Lane, Culverstone, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TZ. Erection of detached two storey, five bedroom dwelling incorporating basement with swimming pool, cinema/games room and double garage.                                                                                         Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Ferrin and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0557 - 10/07/13: 47, Beechwood Drive, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TX. Conversion of roof space into two bedrooms and two ensuite shower rooms/wcs including installation of windows in gable end walls and rooflights to front and rear roof slopes.                                                      Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Ferrin and seconded by Cllr Everson.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0582 - 15/07/13: OUT OF WARD: Gzira, 55, Valley Lane, Culverstone, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DG. Erection of garden shed in rear garden.                                                                                                  Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 8 votes in favour and 1 abstention.

GR/13/0597 - 22/07/13: Plot G18, Ridge Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DP. Incorporation of Plot G18 into the residential curtilage of Twin Trees.                                                     Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Ferrin and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0598 - 17/07/13: OUT OF WARD: Hornfield, David Street, Harvel, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0BT. Erection of single storey rear extension to form bedroom, enlarged kitchen and wc/utility room.                                                                                                                                        Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Everson and seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0605 - 22/07/13: Rose Small Holdings, Harvel Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0RN. Erection of a hay and implement barn.                                                                                           Refusal Recommended on the grounds that the proposed development was detrimental to LPA policy RA2 and the openness of the metropolitan greenbelt.  There is insufficient evidence offered for the use of the proposed buildings for a sustainable form of agriculture on a proposal by Cllr Rayner.  This was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0618 - 22/07/13: OUT OF WARD: Hazelodge, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TU. Outline application for the erection of a detached chalet style dwelling and detached double garage.                                                                                                                 Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour.

A.9
 Members noted that the following planning application was not permitted by the GBC Regulatory Board on 24th July 2013:

GR/13/0365 - 14/05/13: 3, The Medlars, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HD. Retention of shed at rear for additional storage space.                                                                                                          MPC Recommended Approval
A.10
  Members noted that GBC had informed the Parish Council that the following planning application would be approved under delegated powers unless the Parish Council requested a referral to the GBC Regulatory Board.
GR/13/0484 - 11/06/13: Clijon Farm, Whitehill Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0NY. Erection of single storey rear extension to form playroom, two bedrooms and bathroom/wc and single storey front extension to form study.                                                                                                            MPC Recommended Refusal on the grounds that the proposed works were considered to be over-development and would not comply with greenbelt policy.

Cllr Powell proposed a motion to request consideration of a referral from Borough Cllr Mrs Burgoyne and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  There were 7 votes in favour and 2 abstentions so the motion was approved.
Item 8:
To note and consider the draft Health and Safety Policy
A.11  Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to adopt the Heath and Safety policy with the following amendments: 

· Remove all [ & ] brackets,
· 3.4 line 2 – replace “your manager” with “the Council”.
· 3.6 line 1 - replace “ [the Principal ” with “qualified”. 

· line 2 – remove “OR [POSITION}.
· 3.7 line 1 – replace “[NUMBER 3] ” with “3”.
· 3.9 line 2 – remove”[TIME] OR”.
· Delete all of 4.1.
· 5.1 Delete last sentence “If you -------------those occasions”.
· 6.1 line 3 – replace “will” with “may”.
· 6.5 Lines 2 & 3 – remove “[In accordance with our Health and Safety Policy].
Cllr Rayner further proposed that written suggested amendments from Cllr Bramer be considered by this Committee at a future meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Kemsley and all voted in favour and the motion was approved.  
Item 9:
Contractual Matters
A.12   The Committee noted:

· the commencement of the Clerk’s contract of employment with effect from 1st July 2013;

· the commencement of the Service Contract with effect from 1st July 2013;
· the renewal of the contract between Meopham Colts and the Parish Council for the hiring of football pitches at Judsons Recreation Ground with effect from 1st August 2013.

Item 10:
Parish Office/Administration
A.13   Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to remove the position of Deputy Clerk from the establishment of this Council and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 5 votes in favour and 4 against so the motion was approved.
A.14  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve and adopt the homeworking policy and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 11:
Parish Website

A.15   Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to approve funding through a virement from the Clerks’ Salaries Budget to the Comms and IT budget for the provision and technical support of a new website and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 5 votes in favour and 4 against and the motion was approved.
Item 12:       Financial Matters
A.16     Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to authorise the Clerk to instruct the following:

· Mrs J Burgoyne to prepare the end-year accounts of Meopham Parish Council 2013/2014; and
· Mr D Buckett to carry out an interim and end-year Internal Audit of the end-year accounts of Meopham Parish Council 2013/2014.

This was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 7 votes in favour and 2 abstentions and the motion was approved.
A.17  Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to approve funding for the Clerk to undertake CiLCA training in the sum of £150.00 to be taken from the Clerks’ Salaries and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour, 
A.18    The Administration and Resources Committee and all Meopham Parish Council income and expenditure for Q1 of the 2013/2014 financial year was noted.
Item 13:
To answer Questions from members in accordance with Standing
Order 8

A.19
   Cllr Bramer asked the following question “The Parish Council's response (including the 'Grounds of Resistance' document) to the Employment Tribunal case brought by the former Parish Clerk was due to be submitted in early June. Will the Chairman say when copies of the Council's case will be made available to elected members of the Council other than himself?”
A.20
   The Chairman stated “At the end of the Employment Tribunal process“.
Item 14:
To note Correspondence received
A.21
   Correspondence received was noted. 
The meeting closed at 9.14 pm.
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