Meopham Parish Council

Environment & Amenities Committee

held on 25th June 2013 at 8.00 p.m. 

at the Windmill, Meopham Green 
Committee Members 
Cllrs Wade (Chairman), Cllr Aitken (Vice-Chairman),
Present: 



Hasler and Powell
In attendance: 
Ms S Steven (Acting Clerk), Mrs G Willsher (Footpath Warden), 3 members of the Meopham & District Allotment Association and 1 member of the public
Item 1
     

To receive Apologies for Absence
E.1
    Apologies were received from Cllr Marshall (unwell), Cllr Bramer (prior commitment) and Mr K Dare (Footpath Warden).
Item 2
    

To receive Declarations of Interest
E.2
    Cllr Aitken declared an interest in planning application GR/2013/0371 as the application was for a neighbouring property to her own.
Item 3:
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Environment and Amenities Committee
E.3     The following nominations were made for the position of Chairman of the Meopham Parish Council Environment and Amenities Committee for the Council Year 2013/2014:   Cllr Wade was proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.  As there were no other nominations Cllr Wade was declared elected as the Chairman of the Environment and Amenities Committee of Meopham Parish Council for the Council Year 2013/2014.

E.4     The following nominations were made for the position of Vice-Chairman of the Meopham Parish Council Environment and Amenities Committee for the Council Year 2013/2014:  Cllr Aitken on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Powell.  As there were no other nominations Cllr Aitken was declared elected as the Vice-Chairman of the Environment and Amenities Committee of Meopham Parish Council for the Council Year 2013/2014.

Item 4
     To approve minutes of the previous meeting (30th April 2013)
E.5     The minutes of the meeting held on 30th April 2013 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Hasler with the following amendment:

· Item 12, E.99, last sentence:  amend to read “There were 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention and the motion was approved.”
All voted in favour.

Item 5:
Matters Arising
E.6
There were no matters arising.
Item 6:
To Appoint members to existing sub-committees
E.7   The following members were appointed to the Judsons Rebuild sub-committee for the Council Year 2013/2014 on a proposal by Cllr Powell, seconded by Cllr Aitken:  Cllrs Aitken, Hasler, Powell and Wade.  All voted in favour.
Item 7:
To appoint any new sub-committees, confirmation of the terms 
of reference, the number of members and appointment of members to them

E.8     There were no new sub-committees appointed.

Item 8

Planning Applications 
E.9      The following applications were considered:
GR/13/0444 - 11/06/13: 6, Grenville Close, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0PH. Erection of two storey rear extension to form kitchen/dining room at ground floor level with bedroom and bathroom/wc at first floor level.                                                                                                               Approval Recommended subject to neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0453 - 11/06/13: 1, Longfield Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EW. Formation of a vehicular access onto a classified road with associated manoeuvring area in the front garden.                                                                                                                            Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0457 - 11/06/13: Le Courtillet, Rhododendron Avenue, Culverstone, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TU. Increasing the height of the roof of the bungalow to provide habitable accommodation in the roofspace.                                                                                                             Approval Recommended subject to compliance with the Culverstone Valley Area policy on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0484 - 11/06/13: Clijon Farm, Whitehill Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0NY. Erection of single storey rear extension to form playroom, two bedrooms and bathroom/wc and single storey front extension to form study.                                                                                             Refusal Recommended on the grounds that the proposed works would be over-development and would not comply with greenbelt policy on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
GR/2013/0371 – 17/06/13:  3 Orchard Drive, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0LN.  Outline application for the demolition of the existing detached garage and erection of a detached bungalow within the existing side garden of 3 Orchard Drive.                                                                                   Refusal Recommended on the grounds that the proposed works are considered to be overdevelopment, out of character in this area and concerns with regard to additional vehicles on the highway on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler. There were 3 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
E.10      Members noted that the following application would be considered by the GBC Regulatory Board on 26th June 2013:

GR/2013/0365:  14/05/13:  3 The Medlars, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HD.  Retention of shed at rear for additional storage space.                                                                                                MPC Recommended Approval

Item 9           
Allotments and Southdown Shaw
i)   To consider and, if appropriate, give permission to the Meopham & District Allotment Association for the provision of a portable WC

E.11     Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve the request from the Allotment Association to site a portable WC on the site from 1st July to 30th September 2013 on a trail basis and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
ii)    To consider and, if appropriate, approve any action to be taken with respect to vehicles using the temporary roadway

E.12     The Committee noted no action was necessary at present.
iii)   To further consider a request from the Allotment Association with regard to a wild flower area of Southdown Shaw

E.13     The Committee noted that the Allotment Association were still considering this proposal and would bring detailed plans to his Committee at a future meeting.
Item 10           Village Greens
i)   To consider and, if appropriate, approve action to be taken with regard to grass cutting on village greens

E.14     The Committee noted that no action was necessary at present.
Item 11 
Rights of Way, including Footpaths Groups
E.15      Cllr Wade proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order to invite
Mrs G Willsher (Footpath Warden) to speak on matters of interest and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved. 
i)   To consider and, if appropriate, respond to correspondence from Kent County Council (KCC) regarding vegetation clearance on public rights of way in West Kent
E.16     Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to respond to KCC endorsing Mr Dare’s comments and, in addition, request that consideration be given to additional funds being made available to the Footpaths Group due to the change in the scheduling of vegetation clearance on public rights of way by KCC and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 12
Trees

i)     To approve funding for the removal of an Oak tree on Culverstone Green

E.17        The Committee noted that two contractors and GBC had inspected the tree and advised that no action was necessary at present but that the tree should be inspected again in the Autumn.
ii)    To consider further the installation of a Jubilee Tree Plaque at Judsons Recreation Ground

E.18       Cllr Aitken proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to write to the sponsors of the trees to confirm that arrangements to provide a plaque were still under consideration whilst the trees were young and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 13
Recreation Grounds and Playground Equipment

i)   To note developments on the rebuild/refurbishment of Judsons Pavilion

E.19        Cllr Powell noted that the sub-committee would be proposing to produce a business plan and discussions were ongoing with the football clubs in order to take forward funding of the project.
ii)  To consider, and if appropriate, agree funds for anti-graffiti treatment of the teen shelter

E.20      Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve the sum of £50 for anti-graffiti treatment to the shelter and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
E.21      PCSO Jo Hartley reported that teenagers were climbing on to the roof of the Pavilion and risking serious injury.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion that the roof edge and facia board be coated with anti-climb paint as a matter of urgency up to the sum of £200 and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 14
Financial Matters
E.22
  The Committee noted the details of the Committee receipts and expenditure up to 17th June 2013 on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 15
To answer questions from Councillors (SO.8)

E.23
There have been no SO.8 requests.

Item 16
Correspondence:
E.24
Correspondence circulated was noted.
The Chairman proposed a motion pursuant to Standing Order 5a xix to require that the members of the public be excluded from the meeting as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business for agenda Item 17.  This was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 17
To consider the tenders submitted for the Service Agreement Contract and approve a contractor
E.25
Cllr Wade proposed a motion to award the Service Agreement Contract to GE Enterprises and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
The meeting closed at 09.25 pm.
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