Minutes of an EXTRAORDINARY meeting of

Full Council at 8.00 pm on Friday 24th May 2013

in the Windmill, Meopham Green

	Present:
	Cllrs Powell (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Aitken, Bramer, Buchanan, Everson, Ferrin, Kemsley, Marshall and Rayner

	
	


In attendance:      1 member of the public (Item 1-3 only)
It was agreed on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner to appoint Cllr Wade Acting Clerk for this meeting in the absence of the Acting Clerk. All voted in favour.
Item 1:        To receive Declarations of Interest

C.269          There were no declarations of interest.

Item 2:        To receive Apologies for Absence

C.270    Apologies were received from Cllrs McTavish (holiday) and Hasler (family commitment).

Item 3:        Standing Order change adjourned from meeting on May 7th 2013

To approve the following resolution: "This meeting resolves that henceforth all elections for Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Treasurer of Council will be conducted by a secret ballot organised by the Proper Officer at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Each candidate for election shall be given five minutes during the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to explain why he or she is standing." 

C.271
       Cllr Bramer attempted to have the motion above proposed ‘in absentia’ by Cllr McTavish.  Cllr Rayner objected as Cllr McTavish’s apologies had just been tendered to the Council and consequently she was not present.  Cllr Bramer then moved the above motion himself and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  After the motion had been proposed and seconded, Cllr Rayner raised a Point of Order under Standing Orders 6(p). He opined that under Standing Order 31(b) and Standing Order 11(a), as the motion sought to amend Standing Orders 1l and 31(b) the motion must stand adjourned without discussion to the next ordinary meeting of the Council as stated in Standing Order 31(b) and as agreed at draft minute C.260 of the extraordinary meeting of the Council held on 7th May 2013.  The Chairman checked Standing Orders and draft Minute C.260 and decided under Standing Order 6(q) that the Point of Order be upheld, accordingly, the motion, in full, stands adjourned until the next ordinary meeting of the Council (SO31b).
C.272
       Pursuant to Standing Order 5 a vii Cllr Rayner moved a motion to proceed to the next business on the agenda and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  There were 6 votes in favour and 4 votes against and the motion was approved.


Item 4: 
To answer questions from members in accordance with Standing Order 8
C.273

Cllr Bramer asked the following question: “Will the Chairman, after consultation with the Proper Officer, tell Council who prepared the Council's 'Grounds of Resistance' statement, which was submitted in the Council's name for an employment tribunal hearing on May 9th, who approved it on behalf of the Council and why it was not circulated for discussion and approval at a meeting of Council before it was submitted?

C.274

The Chairman stated that the document was prepared, at the request of the Acting Clerk, by Loch Associates Employment Lawyers and was authorised for submission to the Tribunal by the Acting Clerk under delegated authority given at minute C.237 of the Full Council Meeting on 16th April 2013.

C.275             Cllr Bramer asked the following question “One of the candidates for election as the Council's Treasurer at the Annual Meeting on May 28th is Ms. Maureen Innes, who is one of the Council's contractors and not an elected member of Council. Will the Chairman, after consultation with the Proper Officer, confirm that Ms. Innes is ineligible for election as a consequence of Standing Order 2g?.”
C.276

The Chairman stated “Mrs Maureen Innes withdrew her nomination at least two weeks ago.”
Item 5:  
To answer Press and Public questions
C.277              There were none.
Meeting closed at 8.20 pm.
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