

Minutes of meeting of the
Administration and Resources Committee held on
Tuesday 14th May 2013 at the Windmill, Meopham Green

Committee Members 
     Cllrs Bramer, Buchanan, Hasler (Vice-Chairman),
Present:

     McTavish, Powell, Rayner (Chairman) and Wade
In Attendance:
     Ms S Steven (Acting Clerk) and 2 members of the public
Item 1:
To receive Declarations of Interest
A.91
Cllr Rayner declared an interest in agenda item 10 as he is a Tesco shareholder.
Item 2:
To receive Apologies for Absence
A.92
   Apologies were received from Cllr Marshall (transport difficulties), Cllr Aitken (holiday) and Cllrs Everson and Ferrin (prior business commitment).
Item 3:
To approve minutes of the previous meetings (19th February 2013, 13th March 2013 and 5th April 2013) 
A.93
The minutes were approved as a true and correct record of the meeting:

· 19th February 2013 with the following amendment P.117 A.81 d) amendment the recording of the vote to read “There were 7 votes in favour and 1 against (Cllr Bramer).” on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
· 13th March 2013:  on a proposal by Cllr McTavish and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
· 5th April 2013:  on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
Item 4:
Matters Arising 
A.94
There were no matters arising.
Item 5:
Planning Applications
A.95
The following applications were considered:
GR/13/0172 - 26/04/13: Windmill Business Centre, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0QA. Application for approval of conditions 11 attached to planning permission reference number 20120635 relating to the boundary treatment.                                                                                         Refusal Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade.  However, if Gravesham Borough Council (GBC) were minded to approve the application the following conditions should be considered:  a) neighbour consultation; b) the developer/landowner being responsible for the maintenance of the boundary for 10 years and c) improvement to the boundary with an increase in the height from 2.2 m to 2.4 m.  There were 5 votes in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention.

GR/13/0299 - 15/04/13: Primrose Cottage, Leywood Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0UH. Erection of single storey rear (east) extension to form lounge with habitable roof space above to form additional bedroom including south facing rooflights; north facing dormer window and balcony to south and east; erection of side (north) replacement porch and formation of basement below existing rear terrace to provide guest bedrooms, bathroom/wc and ensuite bathroom/wc.                                                                                                                                         Refusal Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade due to the bulk and form of the development which would result in a consequent reduction of the openness and loss of the visual amenity in the Kent AONB.  There were 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention.

GR/13/0348 - 30/04/13: Hornfield, David Street, Harvel, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0BT. Demolition of existing kitchen and new single storey rear extension to replace. Single storey side extension to form new bedroom. Demolition of existing non-residential building on site and replaced with new barn/outbuilding.                                                                                                                                         Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler subject to the condition that the barn is not created as a separate hereditament.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0360 - 30/04/13: 7, The Pippins, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HB. Erection of two storey side extension to form living room with bedroom over and first floor rear extension to form ensuite wc.                                                                                                                                                    Approval Recommended subject to neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
A.96
On a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade it was agreed not to request a referral of the following planning application to the GBC  Regulatory Board but to note that the Parish Council objections to the approval of the application remain.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0109 - 14/02/13: Coach House, The Haven, Foxendown Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0BP. Conversion of five bay garage into a four bedroom residential dwelling.                              

MPC recommended refusal in order to prevent sprawl in the metropolitan greenbelt.  If Gravesham Borough Council were minded to approve this application the Parish Council would request that the development be conditioned so as to prevent the formation of a separate hereditament.

Item 6:
Contractual Matters
A.97
The Committee noted the change of cleaning contractor for the cleaning of the Parish Office.
Item 7:
Personnel Matters

A.98
The Committee noted the satisfactory completion of the appraisal of the Acting Clerk for 2012/2013.
Item 8:       Financial Matters
A.99          The Committee:

a) noted the accounts for 2012-2013 for Meopham Parish Council were not be available for this meeting and further noted that Littlejohn had been appointed as External Auditors and the Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights has been displayed;

b) approved All Risks insurance cover for the drinking fountain on Meopham Green in the sum of £12,000 at an additional premium in the sum of £85.91 on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour;
Cllr Powell proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order for a member of the public to speak.  This was seconded by Cllr Wade and all voted in favour.  Standing Orders were reinstated.
c) noted the expenditure of this Committee from 12th February 2013 to 31st March 2013 was not available and would be tabled at the next meeting of this Committee.
d) noted the MPC receipts from 13th February 2013 to 31st March 2013 were not available and would be tabled at the next meeting of this Committee.
Item 9:
To answer Questions from members in accordance with Standing Order 8
A.100
       There were no SO8 requests.
Item 105:
To note Correspondence received
A.101
Correspondence received was noted.  The Acting Clerk confirmed that a further 25 e-mails had been received opposing the opening of a Tesco store at Camer Parade.
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
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