



Minutes of an EXTRAORDINARY meeting of

Full Council at 6.00 pm on Tuesday 7th May 2013

in the Windmill, Meopham Green

	Present:
	Cllrs Powell (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Aitken, Bramer, Buchanan, Everson, Ferrin, Hasler, Kemsley, McTavish and Rayner

	
	


In attendance:    Borough Cllr Mrs Burgoyne (Item 8-11 only), 8 members of the 
                                 public and PCSO Hartley

It was agreed on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner to appoint Cllr Aitken Acting Clerk in the absence of the Acting Clerk. All voted in favour

Item 1:        To receive Declarations of Interest

C.254            Cllr Buchanan declared an interest in agenda Item 3.

Item 2:        To receive Apologies for Absence

C.255     Apologies were received from Borough Cllrs Boycott, Cubitt and Shelbrooke and Cllr Marshall (transport problems).

Item 3:        To approve the following resolution: This meeting apologises to Cllr Sheila Buchanan for the way she was treated at the meeting of Council on April 5th, in particular that she was named and strongly criticized in front of the public without any internal enquiry to establish the facts of the situation and without any opportunity to respond. The meeting instructs the Acting Clerk to initiate such an internal enquiry into the matter in question, to include related actions taken by the Chairman of the Council's appeal panel, to conduct interviews with such members of the Council as may be necessary to establish the true position and to inform the Borough Council's Monitoring Officer accordingly.
C.256       Cllr Bramer proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Everson.  After the motion had been proposed and seconded Cllr Rayner raised a Point of Order, under Standing Orders 6 (p). He opined that the motion, item 3 on the agenda, as proposed was in direct conflict with minute number C.228 of Extraordinary Full Council of 5th April 2013 and therefore in breach of Standing Order 11(a). The Chairman checked Standing Orders and decided under Standing Order 6(q) that the motion be not heard. The Point of Order was accordingly upheld.

Item 4:        To approve the following resolution: This meeting instructs the Acting Clerk to provide all councillors with copies of all minutes, contracts, invoices with associated breakdown of work, and related schedules of payments associated with the Council's employment of Loch Associates and HR Advise Me, together with a list of the dates of all contacts by Councillors or Council staff with those two businesses. All councillors are to be kept informed of the dates and times of all future contacts with the two businesses. 

C.257       Cllr Everson proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Bramer.  There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Everson, Buchanan, Ferrin and McTavish) and 6 against (Cllrs Powell, Wade, Rayner, Hasler, Kemsley and Aitken) and the motion was not approved.

Item 5:        To approve the following resolution: This meeting instructs the Acting Proper Officer to notify both Loch Associates and HR Advise Me that from now on all instructions will be relayed from Council to the two businesses by the Proper Officer and not by any individual Councillor or group of Councillors purporting to act on behalf of the Council, which would in any case be unlawful under the Local Government Act 1972. 

C.258      Cllr Ferrin proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  There were 5 votes in favour (Cllrs Bramer, Everson, Buchanan, Ferrin and McTavish) and 6 against (Cllrs Powell, Wade, Rayner, Hasler, Kemsley and Aitken) and the motion was not approved.

Item 6:        To approve the following resolution: This meeting instructs Cllr Harry Rayner to disclose the 'clear evidence' that he claims to have about 'criminal activities in Meopham Parish Council' to the police within seven days. Should he fail to do so, it instructs him to make an immediate public retraction of previous claims. 

C.259           Cllr Rayner proposed the following amended  motion “This meeting requests Cllr Rayner to disclose the 'clear evidence' that he claims to have about 'criminal activities in Meopham Parish Council' to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days.  Should he fail to do so, it requests his immediate public retraction of previous claims” and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Powell, Wade, Rayner, Hasler, Kemsley and Aitken) and 5 against (Cllrs Bramer, Everson, Buchanan, Ferrin and McTavish) and the amended motion was approved.  The substantive motion failed as the amended motion was carried.

Item 7:        To approve the following resolution: "This meeting resolves that henceforth all elections for Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Treasurer of Council will be conducted by a secret ballot organised by the Proper Officer at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Each candidate for election shall be given five minutes during the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to explain why he or she is standing. 

C.260         Cllr McTavish proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  After the motion had been proposed and seconded Cllr Rayner raised a Point of Order, under Standing Orders 6(p).  He opined that under Standing Order 31(b), as the motion sought to amend Standing Orders, (SO1l & SO31 b) the motion would stand adjourned to the next ordinary meeting of the Council as stated in Standing Order 31(b). Resolved as follows: Proposed Cllr Bramer, seconded Cllr Rayner, “That the motion stand adjourned to the next ordinary meeting of the Council”. All voted in favour.
Item 8:        To approve the following resolution: This meeting has no confidence in Cllrs Douglas Powell and Harry Rayner

C.261        Cllr Ferrin proposed that this motion be taken in two parts and this was seconded by Cllr Everson.  There were 5 votes in favour and 6 votes against and  the motion was not approved.

C.262          Cllr Bramer proposed the original motion and this was seconded by Cllr Everson.  There were 5 votes in favour and 6 votes against and the motion was not approved.
Item 9:        Employment Tribunal:  To agree that the Proper Officer, Chairman of Council and Chairman of Administration and Resources Committee represent the Council at a hearing on Thursday 9th May 2013, following advice from Loch Associates

C.263           Cllr Powell proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.   There were 6 votes in favour and 5 votes against and the motion was approved. 

Item 10:        To answer questions in accordance with Standing Order 8

C.264
      Cllr Bramer asked the following question “Following on from the discussion at the last meeting about the draft 
settlement agreement between the Council and the former Parish Clerk 
relating to pay arrears (minute C.237 refers), what were the changes 
to the conditions associated with the settlement that were requested 
by the latter and which the Council's legal advisor said 'could not 
be accepted', thus ensuring that the Council will need to defend a 
case at an employment tribunal?”
C.265
     The Chairman stated that he was unable to answer this question as the Proper Officer dealt with this.  The Proper Officer had stated that she gave the answer to this question fully at the last extraordinary Council meeting on 30th April 2013 under agenda item 4 and had nothing further to add.

C.266
  Cllr Buchanan asked the following question “Please would the Chairman categorically explain to whom the informal 'notes', 'minutes' taken by me were allegedly  misrepresented.“
C.267
     The Chairman stated “I gave the answer to this question fully at the last extraordinary Council meeting on 30th April 2013 under agenda item 8 and I have nothing further to add.”

Item 11:        To answer Press and Public Questions

C.268     On a proposal from the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Rayner Standing Orders were suspended in accordance with Standing Order 31, to allow members of the Press and Public to speak. All voted in favour.

The meeting closed at 6.53 pm.
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