
Meopham Parish Council

Environment & Amenities Committee

held on 30th April 2013 at 8.00 p.m. 

at the Windmill, Meopham Green 
Committee Members 
Cllrs Wade (Chairman), Cllr Aitken (Vice-Chairman),
Present: 



Bramer, Hasler and Powell
In attendance: 
Mr K Dare and Mrs G Willsher (Footpath Wardens) and 3 members of the public
Support Staff: 

Ms S Steven, Acting Clerk

Item 1
    To receive Declarations of Interest
E.84
    Cllr Wade declared an interest in agenda Item 7, second bullet point as she was an organiser of the event.
Item 2
     To receive Apologies for Absence
E.85
    Apologies were received from Cllr Marshall (transport difficulties).
Item 3
     To approve minutes of the previous meeting (5th February 2013)
E.86
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2013 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 4
   Matters Arising
E.87
 There were no matters arising.
Item 5

Planning Applications 
E.88      The following applications were considered:
GR/11/0352REVISEDII - 26/03/13: Lomer Farm, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0AN. **REVISED PLANS/REVISED DESCRIPTION** Erection of infill extension and conversion of existing light industrial and agricultural units to form 978 square metres B1 commercial space with ancillary B8; three live/work units and one residential unit; conversion of stables into two residential units; internal and external alterations to Lomer Farm Barn and alteration to parking and access arrangements.                                                                                      Approval Recommended subject to the following conditions (and any other conditions as stipulated by the Planning Officer) (i) the live/work areas units cannot be sold separately from the site; (ii) clarification that the size of units 2 and 7 comply with industry standards; (iii) assessment of the impact on the other industrial units for noise, odours and working hours; and (iv) screening of the car parks and gardens should not impact on the openness of the countryside and all planting should protect the landscape and natural hedging used to retain the rural aspect on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0282 - 10/04/13: Helen Allison School, Longfield Road, Longfield, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EW. Erection of a modular classroom building.                                                                                   Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0295 - 15/04/13: Pond Farm Cottage, Harvel Street, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DE. Installation of weatherboarding on front and part of side elevation.                                            Approval Recommended subject to approval by the Conservation Officer on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0299 - 15/04/13: Primrose Cottage, Leywood Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0UH. Erection of single storey rear (east) extension to form lounge with habitable roof space above to form additional bedroom including south facing rooflights; north facing dormer window and balcony to south and east; erection of side (north) replacement porch and formation of basement below existing rear terrace to provide guest bedrooms, bathroom/wc and ensuite bathroom/wc.                                                                                                               Deferral to next meeting of Council on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0315 - 15/04/13: Inglewood, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JJ. Erection of single storey side and rear extension to form garage, utility room, shower room/wc, enlarged kitchen and garden room.                                                                                                           Approval Recommended subject to neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

E.89      Members noted that an appeal had been made to the Planning Inspectorate in respect of the following planning application:

GR/12/0868 - 29/10/12: Plough Cottage, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, DA13 0RF. Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of two-story four bedroom detached house.                          

E.90     Members noted the following planning application had been submitted for a development in the neighbouring parish of Cobham:
GR/2013/0300:  Land At White Post Lane Cobham Gravesend Kent - Outline application for the erection of 14 detached dwellings fronting White Post Lane.                                                         MPC Recommended Refusal
Cllr Powell proposed the motion to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to write a letter to support the objections raised by Cobham Parish Council to Gravesham Borough Council Planning on planning application GR/2013/0300 and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 6           Allotments and Southdown Shaw
E.91     The Committee:
· noted the works to be carried out by the Allotment Association with regard to the car parking areas;

· agreed to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to have discussions with the Allotment Association with regard to their request for a wild flower area at Southdown Shaw on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.
Item 7           Village Greens and Harvel Pond
E.92     The Committee:
· approved the use of Harvel Green on Saturday 1st June 2013 for the 15th Annual Race of the Harvel Hash House Harriers on a motion proposed by Cllr Bramer and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
· approved the use of Meopham Green for a community event organised by Meopham Cricket Club which was sponsored by Gravesham Borough Council on 21st September 2013 on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Bramer.  There were 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
· noted the unlawful use of Harvel Green by horse riders and approved expenditure up to £30 for permanent bye-law signage on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
· approved a request from a contractor for the use of Meopham Green for the placing of equipment to carry out the final stages of underpinning at Kent Terrace.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to agree terms with the contractor (including an appropriate wayleave) and this was seconded by Cllr Bramer.  All voted in favour.
· approved expenditure for the installation and replacement of 100 posts on Meopham Green up to the sum of £2,020 on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention.   All voted in favour.
· noted the grass seeding of Pond Green had finally been completed.
Item 8

Service Agreement
E.93      Cllr Powell proposed a motion to advertise the service agreement in the Kent Messenger for one week and delegated authority to the Acting Clerk to undertake this up to a sum of £104.10 (+VAT) and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler. All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 9 
Rights of Way, including Footpaths Groups
E.94      Cllr Wade proposed a motion to suspend standing orders in order to invite
Mr K Dare (Footpath Warden) to speak on matters of interest and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved. 
Item 10
To consider and, if appropriate, respond to the request from The Kent 



Environment and Community Network re Resource Centre in Kent
E.95       Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to send a letter of support for a resources centre and this was seconded by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 11
Trees
To approve the contractor for the completion of the remaining tree works as detailed in the Visual Tree Assessment
E.96        Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to instruct a contractor and gain best value up to the sum of £2,290 for the completion of the remaining tree works and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
To consider a request from a resident regarding the felling of a tree in the proximity of Priestwood Green
E.97        Cllr Aitken proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to inform the resident that the Parish Council had no comment to make as the tree was on private land this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
To consider the installation of a Jubilee Tree Plaque at Judsons Recreation Ground 
E.98        The Committee agreed on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Wade to discuss this matter further at the next meeting of this Committee.  All voted in favour.
Item 12
Recreation Grounds and Playground Equipment

To consider and, if appropriate, approve a request for the hiring of Judsons Recreation Ground for two planned events
E.99        The Committee noted a request from residents to hire Judsons for two events on 8th September 2013 (Cinema on the Green) and 28th September 2013 (Last Night of the Proms).  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve the hiring of Judsons for the second event only (the first event being more suited to the recreation ground at Culverstone) and delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to agree the hiring subject to 10% of the profits being received by the Parish Council  (as requested by Cllr Bramer and earmarked for Judsons refurbishment), sight of required insurance documents, confirmation of no financial liability of the Parish Council and permission being granted by the Meopham Colts.  This was seconded by Cllr Bramer.  There were 4  votes in favour and 1 abstention and the motion was approved.
To approve a request from the Community Wardens for a small Planting area at Judsons Recreation Ground for the group “Little Hands”

E.100        Cllr Powell proposed a motion to allow the after school club “Little Hands” to create a planting area adjacent to the side gate of the scout hut and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
To consider an incident regarding the seating in the play area at Judsons Recreation Ground and to approve expenditure if appropriate
E.101     Members noted that a member of the public had reported that a child had fallen from the adult bench located in the play area at Judsons and considered the large gap between the back of the seat and the sitting area to be responsible.  The Acting Clerk informed members that Playdale had confirmed that the bench had been designed in accordance with the BS EN 1776 standard and they had received no reports on any issues worldwide and would not recommend any changes to the bench.  Gravesham Borough Council also supported this view.  Cllr Wade proposed a motion that no action be taken at this time but to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to inform the member of the public and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
E.102      Members noted that Community Payback were due to work at Judsons on 8th May 2013 and it was hoped that the trip hazard matting would be installed.  Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve up to the sum of £30 for the cleaning of the play area surface and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 13
Financial Matters
To note Committee Receipts & Expenditure for the period from 29th January 2013 to 31st March 2013

E.103
 The Committee noted the details of the Committee receipts and expenditure up to 31st March 2013 on a proposal by Cllr Bramer and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
Item 14.
To answer questions from Councillors (SO.8)

E.104
There have been no SO.8 requests.

Item 15
Correspondence:
E.105
Correspondence circulated was noted.
The meeting closed at 09.55 pm.
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