Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting of the Planning & Projects Committee held on

Tuesday 16th April 2013 at 8.00 pm in the Windmill, Meopham Green

Committee Members present:
       Cllrs Bramer, Kemsley, McTavish, Powell, Rayner and Wade
In attendance:    Ms S Steven (Acting Clerk), Borough Cllr Mrs J Burgoyne, Cllrs 
                              Hasler (Items 1-5 only) and Aitken (Items 1-5 only) and
                               3 members of the public

Cllr Bramer proposed a motion that pursuant to Standing Order 5 a xxiii that this meeting be postponed in order for an adjourned meeting of Full Council to be reconvened and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  There were 3 votes in favour and 5 against so the motion was not approved.
Item 1:
To receive Declarations of Interests

P.72
There were no declarations of interest.  
Item 2: 
To receive Apologies for absence:   

P.73
Apologies were received from Cllrs Ferrin, Buchanan (holiday) and Marshall (travel difficulties).

Item 3:    
To approve the minutes of previous meeting: (22nd January 
                        2013):
P.74
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd January 2013 were approved as a true record of the meeting on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade with the following amendments:

· Page 105, P.61 Planning Application GR/2012/1091:  replace “All voted in Favour.” with “There were 4 votes in favour and 1 against.”

· Page 105, P.61 Planning Application GR/2013/0004:  replace “All voted in Favour.” with “There were 4 votes in favour and 1 against.”
There were 4 votes in favour and 2 abstentions. 
Item 4:
Matters Arising
P.75
There were no matters arising.
Item 5:
Planning Applications

P.76
The following planning applications were considered by this Committee:

GR/11/0352REVISEDII - 26/03/13: Lomer Farm, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0AN. **REVISED PLANS/REVISED DESCRIPTION** Erection of infill extension and conversion of existing light industrial and agricultural units to form 978 square metres B1 commercial space with ancillary B8; three live/work units and one residential unit; conversion of stables into two residential units; internal and external alterations to Lomer Farm Barn and alteration to parking and access arrangements.                                                                                      Deferral to next meeting of Council recommended by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0033 - 05/03/13: 19, Lances Close, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EU. Erection of a conservatory at the rear.                                                                                                                          Approval recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0095 - 02/04/13: Wedgewood, Carters Hill Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0OG. Retention of the front boundary wall.                                                                                                         Refusal recommended due to non-conformity on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr McTavish.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0156 - 04/03/13: Wedgewood, Carters Hill Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0UG. Construction of lightwell to existing basement together with insertion of windows and door to basement.                                                                                                                                                      Approval recommended on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0176 - 07/03/13: 18, Johns Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0LP. Conversion of existing integral garage into a bedroom.                                                                                                Approval recommended on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0187 - 14/03/13: Katary, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JJ. Erection of part two storey and part single storey side and single storey rear extension to form enlarged kitchen/breakfast room/dining room, wc and store at ground floor level with a bedroom at first floor level                                                                                                                                                          Approval recommended on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0204 - 14/03/13: Hideaway, David Street, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0BT. Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of single storey/rear extension to form living room.                                                                                                                                                  Approval recommended on a proposal by Cllr McTavish and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0230 - 15/03/13: Alma, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HW. Erection of a single storey rear extension to form kitchen.                                                                                    Approval recommended subject to neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0232 - 19/03/13: 2, Longfield Road, Longfield, Meopham, Kent, DA13 0EN. Erection of two storey side extension to form study and enlarged kitchen/dining room at ground floor level with bedroom and ensuite bathroom/wc at first floor level.                                                                                 Approval recommended subject to the bulk and form of the proposed works being acceptable to the Planning Officer on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0247 - 22/03/13: 4 Monkreed Villas, Longfield Road, Longfield, Gravesend, Kent, DA3 7AR. Erection of part two storey part single storey side and rear extension to form enlarged kitchen and utility room at ground floor level with enlarged bedroom at first floor level.                                               Approval recommended subject to compliance with greenbelt policy on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0254 - 02/04/13: Pipriki, Foxendown Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0AE. Demolition of existing garage and conservatories and erection of a single storey rear extension to form a dining and utility room.                                                                                                                   Approval recommended on a proposal by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0274 - 02/04/13: 11, New Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0LS. Erection of single storey side and rear extension to form bathroom/wc, utility room and cloakroom.                                         Approval recommended on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.

P.77
Members noted the following planning application was considered by Gravesham Borough Council (GBC) Regulatory Board on 10th April 2013:

GR/12/1057 - 24/01/13: Station Bakery, 3, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HS. Change of use from Bakery (A1 Use Class) to Cafe (A3 restaurant)                                             GBC Regulatory Board Site Inspection held on 23rd March 2013 

The application was deferred until the next meeting of the Regulatory Board.
Item 6:
Highways - Transport Issues and Bus shelters:

Highways
P.78
The Committee:

· welcomed the proposed reduction in speed limits from 50mph to 40mph at three locations on the A227 and Cllr Rayner proposed a motion that the Parish Council express their support for this reduction to Kent Highway Services (KHS) and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 5 votes in favour and 1 abstention and the motion was approved.
· noted the request from KHS with regard to highway-related priorities for 2013/2014.  Cllr Rayner proposed a motion that all members submit areas of concern to the Acting Clerk for submission to KHS for consideration and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
· noted that following an accident at a property close to the Costcutter Store in Culverstone, a site meeting between the homeowner, the Parish Council and KHS had a favourable outcome and a badly damaged crash barrier had been reinstated.
· noted that KHS had been carrying out the cutting back of vegetation on the A227 and Harvel as requested by the Parish Council but there were some works still outstanding.
Bus Shelters

P.79
The Committee:

· noted that the brick bus shelter in Culverstone was in need of remedial repairs. Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to gain best value up to the sum of £125.00 to carry out these repairs and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
· noted that the company who carried out works to coat the two bus shelters outside the secondary school with anti-graffiti coating had requested that the Parish Council consider providing a testimonial.   Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delay considering this request for six months and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.   All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
· noted that a contractor had been instructed to replace the missing pane at the shelter on the corner of Cheshunt Close at a cost of £135 (+VAT).
Item 7:
Affordable Housing

P.80    The Committee:

· noted that GBC had acknowledged the Parish Council’s comments on the Rural Nomination Criteria and a revised version would be issued in due course.
· noted a meeting with GBC would be scheduled for June and the sub-committee would meet in May to discuss agenda items.
Item 8:
To approve, if appropriate, a response to KALC re Proposals to Street Lighting Changes by Kent County Council
P.81      The Committee noted the proposals and that no lights in the parish formed part of the proposals.   Cllr Rayner proposed a motion to support the Kent Association of Local Council’s (KALC’s) recommendation and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.   All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 9:            Neighbourhood Plan

P.82   The Committee:

· discussed the formulation of a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to set up a Working Group, to include external advisers, to discuss this in detail in order to make a recommendation to Full Council and this was seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.  It was noted that the Culverstone Valley Area Action Group had expressed an interest in joining any Working Group formed.
· noted that Vigo Parish Council had invited a member of the Parish Council to join their neighbourhood plan forum and proposed a motion to call for any volunteers to contact the Acting Clerk and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 10:
Financial Matters
P.83    The Committee:

· noted Committee expenditure from 15th January 2013 to 31st March 2013 on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

· approved a recommendation to Full Council that the sum of £175.20 which had been received from proceeds of the sale of Jubilee Mugs be placed in the earmarked reserves for the refurbishment of Judsons Pavilion on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Powell.   There were 5 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
· noted that the proposed skatepark in Culverstone was in need of funds/donations.
Item 11:
To answer questions from Councillors in accordance with Standing Order 8:
P.84     There had been no SO8 requests.

Item 12:
Correspondence: 


P.85     Correspondence received was noted.  
Meeting closed at 21.25 pm.
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