



Minutes of an EXTRAORDINARY meeting of Full Council
held on Friday 5th April 2013 at 10.00 am at the Windmill, Meopham Green

	Present:
	Cllrs Powell, (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Aitken, Bramer, Ferrin, Hasler, Marshall (Items 1-7 only), McTavish and Rayner

	
	


In attendance:       Ms S Steven (Acting Clerk), Borough Cllrs Mrs Burgoyne and 

                                 Cubitt and four members of the public.
Item 1:
Declarations of Interest
C.219    There were no declarations of interest.
Item 2:
Apologies for absence:

C.220
  Apologies were received from Cllrs Buchanan and Kemsley (holiday), Borough Cllr Mrs Boycott and County Councillor Sweetland.
Item 3:
To approve minutes of previous meetings (5th March 2013 and



13th March 2013)


C.221    The following minutes were approved as a true and correct record:

a) 5th March 2013:  Proposed by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr McTavish with the following amendments:

· Page 120, para C.185 c):  amend to read “There were 8 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.”

· Page 124, para C.210 b):  replace “Endorse” with “Endorsed”.

· Page 124, para C.212 , line 1:  insert the word “budget” following “2013/2014”).
There were 7 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.
b) 13th March 2013:  Proposed by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  There were 8 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
There were no matters arising from these minutes.

Item 4:
To endorse the recommendation by the Administration and 

Resources Committee regarding the pay of the Acting Clerk                                                       

C,222   Cllr Rayner, as Chairman of the Administration and Resources Committee, recommended that the Acting Clerk be placed on the National Joint Council (NJC) salary scale LC2 SCP 28 up to 25 hours per week and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   All voted in favour and the motion was approved.

Item 5:
To determine the membership of the Grievance Committee to hear 


grievances                                                       

C.223    Cllr Powell proposed a motion that the membership of the Grievance Committee should comprise Cllrs Aitken, McTavish and Wade with Cllr Marshall acting as a reserve member and this was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  
C.224    Cllr Ferrin proposed an amendment to the motion that Cllr Marshall and he both act as reserve members and this was seconded by Cllr McTavish.   There were four votes in favour (Cllrs Aitken, McTavish, Ferrin and Bramer), three votes against (Cllrs Rayner, Powell and Hasler) and two abstentions (Cllrs Wade and Marshall) and the amended motion was approved.
Item 6:
(i)  To determine the status of minutes taken at Disciplinary, Appeal and 
      Grievance Hearings of Meopham Parish Council

C.225       Cllr Powell proposed a motion that the minutes of the Disciplinary, Appeal and Grievance Hearings be kept confidential to the Committees relating to the same and the documentation be held securely by the Proper Officer.  This was seconded by Cllr Aitken.

C.226       Cllr Bramer proposed an amendment to the motion that in addition to being kept confidential to the relevant Committees that copies were to be provided to an employee and their representative.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 6:
(ii) To consider a request to release approved Meopham Parish Council 

      minutes of the Disciplinary and Appeal Committees

C.227      The request from a member of the public would be declined following the approved motion under Agenda Item 6(i) on a motion by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour.
Item 7:
Breaches of Standing Orders – for Action
C.228       Cllr Rayner stated that Cllr Buchanan had breached Standing Orders by releasing a set of informal notes, which were misrepresented as formal Parish Council minutes, to all members of Council.  Cllr Rayner proposed a vote of ‘no confidence’ in Cllr Buchanan and to refer the matter to the Monitoring Officer at Gravesham Borough Council with a request for referral to the GBC Standards Board and that Cllr Buchanan be instructed not to release further notes.  This was seconded by Cllr Wade.   There were 6 votes in favour (Cllrs Hasler, Wade, Aitken, Marshall, Rayner and Powell) and 3 votes against (Cllrs Ferrin, McTavish and Bramer) so the motion was approved.
Item 8:
The investigation of past criminal activities at Meopham Parish Council
C.229    Cllr Rayner stated that following his appointment as Investigating Officer by the Parish Council in November 2012 he was proposing a motion that the Parish Council should consider appointing a public law solicitor to act on their behalf to present evidence he had uncovered regarding criminal activity at Meopham Parish Council to Kent Police and HM Revenue and Customs (if applicable) and to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to engage legal services in a sum of between £500 and £1,000.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler.   There were four votes in favour (Cllrs Wade, Hasler, Powell and Rayner), three votes against (Cllrs Ferrin, Bramer and McTavish) and one abstention (Cllr Aitken) so the motion was approved.
C.230       Cllr Ferrin proposed an amendment to the motion that the evidence concerning alleged criminal activity be reported directly to Kent Police and this was seconded by Cllr Bramer.  There were four votes in favour (Cllrs Ferrin, McTavish, Aitken and Bramer) and five votes against (Cllrs Wade, Hasler, Rayner and Cllr Powell, with the Chairman’s casting vote) so the motion was not approved.
Item 9:
Recovery of legal costs at Employment Tribunal

C.231     Cllr Rayner proposed a motion that Meopham Parish Council agree to authorise the Acting Clerk to give notice that the Council will seek to recover any legal costs incurred at an Employment Tribunal and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  There were five votes in favour (Cllrs Rayner, Aitken, Wade, Hasler and Powell) and 3 abstentions (Cllrs McTavish, Ferrin and Bramer) so the motion was approved.
Item 10:
Public subscription towards existing legal costs

C.232        Cllr Rayner proposed a motion that the Parish Council makes provision for a public subscription fund towards existing employment related legal costs and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were four votes in favour (Cllrs Rayner, Wade, Powell and Hasler), three votes against (Cllrs McTavish, Ferrin and Bramer) and one abstention (Cllr Aitken) and the motion was approved.
The meeting closed at 11.00 am.
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