Meopham Parish Council

Environment & Amenities Committee

held on 5th February 2013 at 8.00 p.m. 

at the Windmill, Meopham Green 
Committee Members 
Cllrs Wade (Chairman), Cllr Aitken (Vice-Chairman),
Present: 



Bramer, Hasler and Powell
In attendance: 
Mr K Dare and Mrs G Willsher (Footpath Wardens)
Support Staff: 

Ms S Steven, Deputy Clerk

Item 1
    To receive Declarations of Interest
E.65
    Cllr Powell declared the following interests:

· Agenda Item 5, planning application GR/2013/0026, as the applicant was a neighbouring property.
· Agenda Item 12 as the grant application from Kays Garden Campsite was a neighbouring property.
Item 2
     To receive Apologies for Absence
E.66
    Apologies were received from Cllr Marshall (transport difficulties).
Item 3
     To approve minutes of the previous meeting (13th November 2012)
E.67
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2012 were approved as a true and correct record on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Powell with the following amendment:

· Item 5, E48:  Additional sentence after the voting on planning application GR/2012/0860  - “All voted in favour.”
There were 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
Item 4
   Matters Arising
E.68
   Cllr Aitken raised the issue of an additional dog bin in Norwood Lane.  Further investigations would be undertaken regarding the exact location by the Deputy Clerk.  She further raised concerns over the daffodil bulbs at Hook Green following works carried out by Kent County Council (KCC).  Cllr Powell noted that the works to split the noticeboards into two sections would take place shortly.

Item 5

Planning Applications 
E.69      The following applications were considered:
GR/12/1021 - 17/01/13: Tinsley, Valley Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DQ. Installation of solar panels on rear roof slope of dwelling and installation of replacement windows.                                                                                                                                         Deferral to next meeting of Council Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/12/1057 - 24/01/13: Station Bakery, 3, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HS. Change of use from Bakery (A1 Use Class) to Cafe (A3 restaurant)                                                Deferral to next meeting of Council Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/12/1073 - 28/01/13: Land Adjacent to Willow Wood House, 39, Willow Walk, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QS. Erection of a detached two storey, four bedroom dwelling with parking space.                                                                                                                                         Deferral to next meeting of Council Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Bramer and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

GR/12/1102 - 14/01/13: 4, Monkreed Villas, Longfield Road, Longfield, Gravesend, Kent, DA3 7AR. Erection of single storey side and rear and first floor rear extensions to form enlarged kitchen/dining room, utility room and wc at ground floor level with bedroom and ensuite shower room/wc.                                                                                                                                 Approval Recommended subject to compliance with the greenbelt policy on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0022 - 17/01/13: 6, Cedar Close, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0ED. Conversion of existing garage into a kitchen and storage room.                                                                                        Approval Recommended subject to the parking provision meeting planning policy requirements on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0024 - 17/01/13: Meopham Lodge, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QA. Erection of two storey side and rear extension to form kitchen at ground floor level with bedroom and ensuite bathroom/wc at first floor level.                                                                             Approval Recommended subject to the approval of the Conservation Officer as the Parish Council has concerns that these works could constitute over-development Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0025 - 22/01/13: Touchstone, Rhododendron Avenue, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TU. Erection of a garage attached to side of existing garage.                                                              Refusal Recommended due to over-development and the size of the proposed works not being compliant with the Culverstone Valley Area policy on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.

GR/13/0026 - 18/01/13: Bramley, Steeles Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QD. Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension to form a dining room/family room.                                                                                                                                     Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  There were 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
Item 6           Allotments and Southdown Shaw
E.70     The Committee noted:

· The damaged fence had now been satisfactorily repaired.
· The Deputy Clerk requested authority to transfer the water account with Southern Water to the Allotment Association, who had confirmed they were in agreement.   This was agreed on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
· KCC had confirmed that the fencing on Hook Green could be utilised by the Parish Council.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to move the fencing to Southdown Shaw to replace a dilapidated fence.  He further proposed to delegate authority to the Deputy Clerk to gain best value up to the sum of £500 to be taken from the KCC Grant subject to their agreement and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.   
Item 7           Village Greens and Harvel Pond
E.71     The Committee noted:

· A request had been received from Girlguiding UK for the use of Harvel Green for their Annual Sponsored Walk.  This request was approved on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.
· A bench on Harvel Green was now in such disrepair that it could cause injury whilst in use.  The Deputy Clerk, pursuant to Financial Standing Order 3 3.4, had a contractor to carry out emergency repairs to the bench at a cost of £100 to be taken from the village greens budget.  Cllr Wade proposed a motion to endorse this payment and this was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
· A fence post had been dislodged during the snow on Harvel Green and it is anticipated that it will be reinstated at no cost to the Parish Council.
Item 8

Service Plan

E.72     The Chairman stated that the draft Service Contract had been sent to NALC for legal advice.  It was anticipated that the contract would be submitted to the next meeting of the Administration and Resources Committee for approval and then subsequently endorsed at the next meeting of Full Council.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve that, subject to approval and endorsement of the Contract, commencement of the formal tender process pursuant to Financial Standing Order 11.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 9 
Rights of Way, including Footpaths Groups
On a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell Standing Orders were suspended and Mr K Dare (Footpath Warden) was invited to speak on matters of interest.  
E.73   The Committee noted:

· KCC had cut back the vegetation overhanging the footpath between Judsons and Norwood Lane following a request from the Parish Council.
· A letter received from KCC regarding the changes to the management of public rights of way in Kent.
Item 10
Trees

To approve the completion of outstanding recommended tree works as detailed in the Visual Tree Assessment
E.74   Cllr Hasler proposed a motion to complete the outstanding tree works, as detailed in the Visual Tree Assessment, subject to quotes being considered at the next meeting of this Committee.  This was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour, and the motion was approved.

To approve the planting of a Royal Oak which had been donated by a resident
E.75   The Chairman stated that a resident of Culverstone had kindly donated a Royal Oak tree to the parish.  Cllr Hasler proposed a motion to plant the tree at Priestwood Green.  This was seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 11
Recreation Grounds and Playground Equipment

E.76        The Committee noted:

· Community Payback completed various works at Judsons in January 2013 and will return again on 27th February 2013.  It is hoped that with better weather the matting for the trip hazard would be installed.
· A letter had been received from the Scouts Group regarding the large pothole in the roadway to Judsons, The remedial repairs were completed on 5th February 2013. 
· Cllr Powell outlined the various recommendations in the Annual Playground Inspection carried out on behalf of Gravesham Borough Council (GBC).  All recommendations had been addressed with Playdale.  Cllr Powell proposed a motion to delegate authority to the Deputy Clerk to instruct Playdale to replace the worn bushes on the birds nest swing as a priority up to a sum of £100 to be taken from the Judsons Play Area Maintenance budget.  This was seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
Item 12
Financial Matters
To approve, if appropriate, a grant request from Meopham & District Footpaths Group
E.77    Cllr Powell proposed a motion to approve a grant in the sum of £300.00 to Meopham & District Footpaths Group.  This was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.

To approve, if appropriate, a grant request from Kay’s Garden Campsite
E.78    Cllr Aitken proposed a motion to approve a grant in the sum of £500.00.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  There were 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention and  the motion was approved.

To approve, if appropriate, a grant request from 1st Meopham Scout Group
E.79    Cllr Wade proposed a motion to approve a grant in the sum of £750.00.  This was seconded by Cllr Aitken. All voted in favour and the motion was approved.

To approve, if appropriate, a grant request from the Culverstone Community Association
E.80    Cllr Bramer proposed a motion to approve a grant in the sum of £500.00.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.

To note Committee Receipts & Expenditure for the period from 12th November 2012 to 28th January 2013

E.81
The Committee noted the details of the Committee receipts and expenditure up to 28th January 2013 on a proposal by Cllr Bramer and seconded by Cllr  Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 13.
To answer questions from Councillors (SO.8)

E.82
There have been no SO.8 requests.

Item 14
Correspondence:
E.83
Correspondence circulated was noted.
The meeting closed at 09.10 am.
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