Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting of the Planning & Projects Committee held on

Tuesday 22nd January 2013 at 8.00 pm in the Windmill, Meopham Green

Committee Members present:
       Cllrs Buchanan, Kemsley, McTavish, Powell and Wade
1.
To receive Declarations of Interests

P.56
There were no declarations of interest.  
2. 
To receive Apologies for absence:   

P.57
Apologies were received from Cllrs Marshall and Bramer (travel difficulties due to adverse weather) and Cllrs Ferrin and Rayner (prior commitments).

3.
To appoint Cllr Ferrin as a member of the Planning and Projects Committee
P.58    Cllr Powell proposed that Cllr Ferrin be appointed to this Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.
4.
To approve the minutes of previous meeting: (30th October 2012):
P.59
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th October 2012 were approved as a true record of the meeting on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr McTavish with the following amendment:
· Page 78, Line 7:  Amend “Powell” to “Kemsley” and amend “Hasler” to “Powell”.
All vote in favour.
5.
Matters Arising
P.60
The Chairman noted that New Clean Specialist Services Limited had been instructed to undertake the cleansing and application of anti-graffiti coating on the two bus shelters outside Meopham Secondary School in the sum of £500.
6.
Planning Applications

P.61
The following planning applications were considered by this Committee:

GR/12/0928AMENDED - 14/01/13: Sweet Meadow, Meadow Lane, Culverstone, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0UN. **AMENDED APPLICATION** Installation of a swimming pool in the rear garden.                                                                                                                                        Approval Recommended subject to safety conditions compliance on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade. All voted in favour.
GR/12/0981 - 24/12/12: Plot K777679, South Street, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QJ. Retention of the storage container for secure storage of agricultural equipment and hand implements.                                                                                                                                               Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr Wade. All voted in favour.

GR/12/1038 - 18/12/12: 54, Beechwood Drive, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0TX. Alterations to existing roof to convert roof space into three bedrooms and two ensuite bathrooms.                                                                                                                                           Approval Recommended subject to compliance with greenbelt and Culverstone Valley Area policies on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Buchanan. All voted in favour.

GR/12/1084 - 24/12/12: 1, Tradescant Drive, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0EL. Demolition of porch, conservatory and garage and erection of two storey rear and single storey side extension to form garden room and garage/workshop at ground floor level with bedroom and ensuite bathroom/wc at first floor level and erection of new front porch and canopy.                                                                                                                                                                 Approval Recommended subject to neighbour consultation and that the bulk and mass of the proposed works meet planning policy on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr  Powell. All voted in favour.

GR/12/1091 - 14/01/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Application for variation of condition (ii) attached to planning permission reference number 19870290 for change of use of first floor from storage to offices; to allow the use of the first floor as storage/staff welfare space.                                                                       Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan. . There were 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
GR/12/1102 - 14/01/13: 4, Monkreed Villas, Longfield Road, Longfield, Gravesend, Kent, DA3 7AR. Erection of single storey side and rear and first floor rear extensions to form enlarged kitchen/dining room, utility room and wc at ground floor level with bedroom and ensuite shower room/wc.                                                                                                                                  Recommended to defer to the next meeting of Council on a proposal by Cllr Powell seconded by Cllr McTavish. All voted in favour.

GR/13/0004 - 14/01/13: 12-13 The Parade, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JL. Application for the variation of condition 4 attached to planning permission reference number 20040313 for raising of the roof height to the warehouse in the rear part of the building; to allow the rear extension to be used as retail.                                                                                                       Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan. There were 4 votes in favour and 1 against.
P.62
Members noted the following planning applications were considered by Gravesham Borough Council (GBC) Regulatory Board on 9th January 2013:

GR/12/0634 - 02/08/12: Estate Office, Windmill Business Centre, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QA. Demolition of estate office and erection of a detached two storey, two bedroom dwelling with parking provision.                                                                          MPC Recommended Refusal
GR/12/0635 - 01/08/12: Windmill Business Centre, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend. Kent, DA13 0QA. Demolition of existing buildings and erection of four, detached, two storey, four bedroom dwellings each with parking provision.                                                                          MPC Recommended Refusal
GR/12/0636 - 01/08/12: Estate Office, Windmill Business Centre, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0QA. Application for Conservation Area Consent for the demolition of the estate office 
MPC Recommended Refusal
The applications were approved by the Regulatory Board with conditions.

7.
Highways - Transport Issues and Bus shelters:

Bus Shelters

P.63   The Chairman stated that a pane in the bus shelter opposite Norwood Lane, in Wrotham Road, was damaged in November 2012 but it was unclear whether this was vandalism or accidental.  The Chairman proposed the motion to delegate authority to the Deputy Clerk to gain best value in replacing this pane up to a value of £300 and this amount to be taken from the bus shelter repairs and renewals budget.  This was seconded by Cllr Powell and all voted in favour.

Highways
P.64
The Chairman noted the report from the Deputy Clerk which had been circulated to all members.  Cllr Buchanan proposed the motion to submit the list of works as outlined in the report to Kent Highway Services for consideration, along with overhanging vegetation on the A227 from Lomer Farm to Nurstead Lane.   This was seconded by Cllr McTavish and all voted in favour.
8.
Litter Control Contract

P.65    Cllr Buchanan proposed the motion to endorse the draft Litter Contract for consideration by the Environment and Amenities Committee for the financial year 2013/2014.  This was seconded by Cllr McTavish and all voted in favour. 
9.
Affordable Housing

P.66     The draft minutes of the meeting held with GBC on 4th December 2012 were agreed on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
10.
To consider and approve the response to the Local Plan to Gravesham Borough Council
P.67      The Chairman noted the draft response to the Local Plan from the Parish Council which had been circulated to members.   The Chairman proposed the motion to delegate authority to the Deputy Clerk to respond to GBC, incorporating members’ comments, by 5th February 2013.  This was seconded by Cllr Powell and all voted in favour. 
11.         Neighbourhood Plan

P.68    The Chairman noted that a meeting with Mr Brian Lloyd of CPRE was awaited.   It was agreed on a proposal by Cllr Buchanan and seconded by Cllr McTavish to also arrange a meeting with the Rural Neighbourhood Plan Working Party at Vigo Parish Council.  All voted in favour.
12.
To note Committee Expenditure
P.69    Committee expenditure from 24th October 2012 to 14th January 2013 was noted on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade.  All voted in favour.

13.
To answer questions from Councillors in accordance with Standing Order 8:
P.70     There had been no SO8 requests.

14.
Correspondence: 


P.71     Correspondence received was noted.  The Chairman welcomed the response from the Post Office regarding their decision, following consultation, not to relocate the Post office in the Costcutter Store in Culverstone.
Meeting closed at 21.50 pm.
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